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	HB4
	NALOXONE-OPIOID OVERDOSE (SPRAGUE R, REZABEK J) Regarding authority to furnish or dispense naloxone to a person who may be at risk of an opioid overdose or a person who may be in a position to assist a person who is at risk.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/25/2015 - House Health and Aging, (Third Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	2/18/2015 - House Health and Aging, (Second Hearing)
2/11/2015 - House Health and Aging, (First Hearing)

	

	 

	HB39
	SCHOOL-CAMP INHALER PERMIT (DUFFEY M, DEVITIS A) To permit schools and camps to procure and use a metered dose inhaler or dry powdered inhaler used to alleviate asthmatic symptoms in accordance with prescribed policies and to exempt them from licensing requirements related to the possession of these inhalers.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/25/2015 - House Health and Aging, (Second Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	2/18/2015 - House Health and Aging, (First Hearing)
2/10/2015 - Referred to Committee House Health and Aging

	 

	HB40
	MEDICAL BOARD FINES (GONZALES A, DEVER J) To authorize the State Medical Board to impose fines rather than licensing suspensions for failure to comply with continuing education requirements, to authorize the Board to impose fines in addition to other actions it may take for violations of the laws it administers, and to authorize the Board to impose additional conditions for restoration of certain certificates to practice.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/17/2015 - House Government Accountability and Oversight, (First Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	2/10/2015 - Referred to Committee House Government Accountability and Oversight
2/10/2015 - House Government Accountability and Oversight, (First Hearing)

	 

	HB62
	DISEASE AWARENESS WEEK DESIGNATION (BUCHY J) To designate the second week of September as "Krabbe Disease Awareness Week."

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/25/2015 - House Health and Aging, (Second Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	2/18/2015 - House Health and Aging, (First Hearing)
2/12/2015 - Referred to Committee House Health and Aging

	 

	HB69
	ABORTION (HAGAN C, HOOD R) To generally prohibit an abortion of an unborn human individual with a detectable heartbeat and to create the Joint Legislative Committee on Adoption Promotion and Support.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/19/2015 - Referred to Committee House Community and Family Advancement

	 
	Recent Status:   
	2/17/2015 - Introduced

	 

	HCR5
	LYME DISEASE PREVENTION (PATTERSON J, RUHL M) To urge the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to take action to improve prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of Lyme disease.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/25/2015 - House Health and Aging, (Second Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	2/18/2015 - House Health and Aging, (First Hearing)
2/10/2015 - Referred to Committee House Health and Aging

	 

	SB7
	PURE CAFFEINE PROHIBITION (MANNING G) To prohibit the sale of pure caffeine products.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/18/2015 - Senate Criminal Justice, (Second Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	2/11/2015 - Senate Criminal Justice, (First Hearing)
2/4/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Criminal Justice

	 

	SB30
	OHIO FAMILY STABILITY COMMISSION (TAVARES C) To create the Ohio Family Stability Commission.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/18/2015 - Senate Health and Human Services, (First Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	2/11/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Health and Human Services
2/9/2015 - Introduced

	 

	SB31
	HEALTH INSURER SERVICE AUTHORIZATION (TAVARES C) To prohibit health insurers from denying payment for a service during or after the performance of the service if the insurer provided prior written authorization for the service.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/17/2015 - Senate Insurance, (First Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	2/11/2015 - Referred to Committee House Insurance
2/9/2015 - Introduced

	 

	SB33
	HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL-CULTURAL COMPETENCY INSTRUCTION (TAVARES C) To require certain health care professionals to complete instruction in cultural competency.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/18/2015 - Senate Health and Human Services, (First Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	2/11/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Health and Human Services
2/9/2015 - Introduced

	 

	SB42
	MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT-MINORS (BEAGLE B) Regarding minors and outpatient mental health treatment.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/18/2015 - Senate Health and Human Services, (First Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	2/11/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Health and Human Services
2/10/2015 - Introduced

	 

	SB54
	CHILD PROOF E-CIGARETTE PRODUCTS (JONES S) To ban the sale of products intended for use in electronic cigarettes that are not in child-resistant packaging.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/18/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Transportation, Commerce and Labor

	 
	Recent Status:   
	2/12/2015 - Introduced

	 

	SB55
	PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT LAW (BURKE D) To revise the law governing the practice of physician assistants.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/18/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Health and Human Services

	 
	Recent Status:   
	2/17/2015 - Introduced

	 



	

	 


Week in Review
Friday, Feb. 20, 2015

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

Two Democratic House members on Monday announced they will introduce legislation establishing a state-run health care exchange allowed under the federal Affordable Care Act. Reps. Michael Stinziano (D-Columbus) and Nickie Antonio (D-Lakewood) are seeking to implement the Ohio Health Care Exchange in anticipation of a U.S. Supreme Court decision in King v. Burwell, which is likely to determine the legality of paying federal premium assistance to policyholders in states like Ohio that do not run a state health insurance exchange.

For its second meeting, the new House Community and Family Advancement Committee brought in a panel of job and family services professionals to offer insight on the issues facing their organizations. The panel consisted of Peggy Zink, president of Cincinnati Works; Kiersten Watkins, director of workforce development with OhioGuidestone; and John Fisher, director of the Licking County Department of Job and Family Services.

Members of the House Health and Human Services Subcommittee of the House Finance Committee Wednesday zeroed in on questions related to infant mortality in the state following testimony by Commission on Minority Health Executive Director Angela Dawson.

The Ohio Department of Medicaid's (ODM) projected per member per month (PMPM) expenditures for the Medicaid program for FY16 and FY17 fall within the parameters set out by the Joint Medicaid Oversight Committee (JMOC), committee Executive Director Susan Ackerman told the group Thursday. She based that assessment on the latest figures from the group's actuary, Optumas, which returned with a second iteration of the PMPM figures for FY15 and for the next biennium, FY16-17.

ABORTION

The controversial "heartbeat bill" resurfaced Tuesday, with Reps. Christina Hagan (R-Alliance) and Ron Hood (R-Ashville) reintroducing it as HB69.

ADDICTION/SUBSTANCE ABUSE

Doctors and pharmacists urged lawmakers on a House committee on Wednesday to broaden distribution channels for naloxone, which can save lives by reversing the effects of a drug overdose, while Attorney General Mike DeWine wrote to a naloxone manufacturer urging it to grant rebates after a recent price increase for the drug.

AGRICULTURE

The Senate unanimously approved water-quality measures in SB1 (Gardner-Peterson) Wednesday, though some Democrats questioned a five-year sunset for the limits on frozen-ground manure spreading in Northwest Ohio. A day earlier, the Senate Agriculture Committee had revised the bill, eliminating the creation of a new water-quality office in favor of requiring the EPA director to appoint a coordinator for harmful algae changes, among other changes.

ATTORNEY GENERAL

The Ohio Attorney General's Office announced a new scholarship trust this week that includes money recovered in the Mansfield Tyger All-Sports Booster Club charitable fraud case. Graduating student athletes of Mansfield Senior High School will be eligible for approximately $300,000 in post-secondary scholarships.

BALLOT ISSUES 

ResponsibleOhio, one of the groups organizing a ballot campaign to legalize marijuana, changed its proposal this week to allow for home growing by those 21 and over, lower the tax rate from 15 percent to 5 percent and relocate a proposed grow site from the Dayton area to Delaware County.

FY16-17 BUDGET

Rep. Emilia Sykes (D-Akron) along with other House Democrats and health care advocates on Tuesday discussed the state's high infant mortality rate and called on Gov. John Kasich to reinstate three "safety-net" programs in his proposed budget for pregnancy care, family planning and breast and cervical treatment.

CHILDREN/YOUTH 

Reps. Dorothy Pelanda (R-Marysville) and Cheryl Grossman (R-Grove City) introduced HB50, a bill to help youths who age out of the foster care system by, among other proposals, increasing the age at which care ends to 21.

CORRECTIONS

Correctional Institution Inspection Committee (CIIC) chief Joanna Saul commended the Ohio Department of Youth Services (DYS) and Ohio Department of Rehabilitation (DRC) for nationally recognized reforms in solitary confinement. Otherwise known as “restrictive housing,” “involuntary confinement,” or “seclusion” – DYS’s preferred terminology -- the practice has seen 64.8 percent drop among incarcerated youth in two years, based on figures for 2014.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

Representatives of the Legislature, judiciary and Kasich administration expressed hope Thursday that the three branches of government can work together toward continued criminal justice reforms in the 131st General Assembly. Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction (DRC) Director Gary Mohr told members of the Ohio Criminal Sentencing Commission (OCSC) they can have a larger impact on policy decisions by becoming more action-oriented -- a conviction all parties appeared to share.

DEATH PENALTY

Lethal injection secrecy laws in 130-HB663 (Buchy-Huffman) are safe for now, says U.S. District Judge Gregory Frost, who this week rejected Death Row inmates' free speech claims and standing to sue but appeared to leave the door open to a possible legal challenge around the "substantial harm" of drugs whose quality of manufacture cannot be determined by the courts.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

The Ohio Third Frontier Commission approved $2.11 million in state funding to help research institutions move promising technology into the marketplace and existing companies with needed capital to expand.

EDUCATION

The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) recently issued a guidance regarding state tests, explaining that there is "no law that allows a parent or student to opt out of state testing and there is no state test opt-out procedure or form." The department goes on to say, "... there may be consequences for the child, the child's teacher, and the school and district ... [i]f a parent withdraws his or her child's participation in certain state tests."

Innovation Ohio offered measured praise Tuesday for legislative and executive recommendations on charter school quality, saying new proposals represent progress but could be stronger and should be expanded to address how charters are funded. Stephen Dyer, education policy fellow for the think tank, offered an analysis of provisions in HB2 (Dovilla-Roegner) and HB64 (R. Smith) for the Ohio Charter School Accountability Project, a joint effort of Innovation Ohio and the Ohio Education Association.

ELECTIONS

Sen. Frank LaRose (R-Copley) Wednesday introduced a Senate version of legislation that would allow Ohio voters to register to vote online. SB62 would create a secure, online voter registration in addition to the traditional paper process. LaRose said the paper registration system would still remain an option for voters.

ELECTIONS 2014

Gov. John Kasich raised nearly $1.2 million for his second inauguration, and spent nearly $1 million on the festivities, reports filed this week show. The second round of campaign finance reports related to the transition funds of the five statewide officeholders were due to the secretary of state's office Monday. The reports show that donors were still giving up until the festivities began.

ELECTIONS 2016

U.S. Rep. Tim Ryan (D-Niles) said Friday that he will not be running for the U.S. Senate seat currently held by Rob Portman (R-OH) in 2016. Sending a letter to supporters, Ryan said he feels “now is the time to be close to home with his new and growing family.”

EMPLOYMENT/UNEMPLOYMENT

In the latest issue of "On the Money," economist Bill LaFayette examines Ohio's job recovery since the "Great Recession" and finds the state has not completely recovered jobs lost between May 2007 and May 2013. However, growth in certain occupations has outpaced the national average. Overall, Ohio employment dropped by 414,000 during the recession and has grown by 327,000 since the beginning of 2010, when workforce growth resumed in the state. LaFayette wrote that total employment in Ohio was 4 percent less in May 2013 than in May 2007, while U.S. employment was only 1.3 percent less.

ENVIRONMENT

Water quality experts from the University of Toledo (UT) and conservationists told the House committee considering legislation addressing harmful algal blooms in Lake Erie that wetland restoration is an oft-overlooked critical factor in improving water quality in the Western Basin. UT Department of Environmental Sciences Associate Chair Hans Gottgens and Frank Szollosi of the National Wildlife Federation were among those testifying Thursday, Feb. 12 at an off-site meeting of the House Agriculture and Rural Development Committee in Sylvania.

FEDERAL

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced on Monday, Feb. 16, that any uninsured Ohioan who started the enrollment process through the Health Insurance Marketplace but was unable to finish due to an issue with HealthCare.gov or the enrollment hotline will have until Sunday, Feb. 22, to complete his or her application, Get Covered America Ohio reports.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY/STATEHOUSE

Wednesday's House session included passage of HB14 (Buchy-Gerberry), which bans powdered alcohol, HB22 (Anielski-Dovilla), which names a Cleveland highway bridge for former Sen. George Voinovich, and HB29 (Johnson), which designates Alpha-1 Antitrypsin Deficiency Awareness Month.

The Capitol Square Review and Advisory Board closed some entrances to the Statehouse parking garage for certain hours to prevent damage to the building from bitter cold temperatures.

The Ohio Legislative Black Caucus (OLBC) held its third annual Day of Action on Wednesday and introduced its economic prosperity initiative for the 131st General Assembly. Main aspects of the initiative were enumerated by OLBC President Rep. Alicia Reece (D-Cincinnati); it addresses jobs, education, voting rights, criminal justice, health care and minority-owned business.

Ohio Aerospace and Aviation Technology Committee Chairman Rep. Rick Perales (R-Beavercreek) said during the newly-created committee's first meeting Wednesday that he believes the state has somewhat rested on its laurels regarding aviation, and should be a stronger innovator in the industry.

Rep. Steve Hambley (R-Brunswick) has big shoes to fill, succeeding former Speaker of the House Bill Batchelder (R-Medina). But he knew that when he decided to run, calling Batchelder a mentor for years. Hambley, a former Medina County commissioner, has spent the last 20 years as a history professor at Lorain County Community College.

Rep. Emilia Sykes (D-Akron) followed her parents, Vern and Barbara Sykes, as a state representative from the Akron area after it became clear to her that the policy side is the best place to influence public health issues. Coupled with a desire to serve the region where she grew up and that's been good to her family, Sykes told Hannah News she felt moved to run for the House seat.

GOVERNOR 

The governor made the following appointments during the week:

- Terrence L. Stammen of New Weston (Darke County) to the Livestock Care Standards Board for a term beginning Feb. 13, 2015 and ending Jan. 25, 2017. 
- Jerry P. Lahmers of Newcomerstown (Tuscarawas County) reappointed to the Livestock Care Standards Board for a term beginning Feb. 13, 2015 and ending Jan. 15, 2018.
- Karen Stewart-Linkhart of Xenia (Greene County) and Dr. Paul P. Mechling II of Pierpont (Ashtabula County) reappointed to the Wildlife Council for a term beginning Feb. 17, 2015, and ending Jan. 31, 2019. 
- Dr. Jeffrey T. LeJune of Wooster (Wayne County) reappointed to the Livestock Care Standards Board for a term beginning Feb. 17, 2015, and ending Jan. 15, 2018.
- Jason E. Wells of Columbus (Franklin County) to the Minority Development Financing Advisory Board for a term beginning Feb. 18, 2015 and ending Sept. 30, 2021.
- Brent L. Currence of Lancaster (Fairfield County), Kristin L. Cadieux of Westerville (Delaware County), Sheriff Ronald J. Myers of Scio (Harrison County), Ronald D. Ford of Columbus (Franklin County), Harry W. Trombitas of Dublin (Franklin County), Christine H. Merritt of Powell (Delaware County), Paul R. Jellison of Wilmington (Clinton County), and Chief Clayton A. Harris of Solon (Cuyahoga County) reappointed to the Ohio AMBER Alert Advisory Committee for terms beginning Feb. 19, 2015 and ending Feb. 6, 2017. 
- Maggie C. Maloy of Bucyrus (Crawford County), Capt. Brenda S. Collins of Columbus (Franklin County), and Clark F. Donley of Hilliard (Franklin County) to the Ohio AMBER Alert Advisory Committee for terms beginning Feb. 19, 2015 and ending Feb. 6, 2017. 
- Carolyn T. Sullivan of Loveland (Clermont County) to the Chemical Dependency Professionals Board for a term beginning Feb. 19, 2015 and ending Dec. 23, 2015. 
- Robert L. Yurisko of Columbus (Franklin County) reappointed to the Chemical Dependency Professionals Board for a term beginning Feb. 19, 2015 and ending Dec. 23, 2017. 
- Alexander Bishara of Columbus (Franklin County) to the Chemical Dependency Professionals Board for a term beginning Feb. 19, 2015 and ending Dec. 23, 2017.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Senate President Keith Faber (R-Celina) delivered testimony Tuesday on his SB4, which would require state institutions of higher education to develop a plan to reduce student costs by 5 percent for the 2016-17 academic year, saying the time has come to "change the dynamic and change the discussions."

Chris Wolverton's research is about to blast off, and the Ohio Wesleyan University (OWU) botany-microbiology professor is over the moon at the news. The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) announced this week that Wolverton's project is one of 16 -- and the only proposal from Ohio -- chosen in this latest round of funding to be conducted on the International Space Station. Wolverton's work examines how plants sense and respond to gravity.

Kent State University (KSU) announced Thursday that, following a national search, Amy Reynolds, Ph.D., has been selected as the new dean of the university's College of Communication and Information. Reynolds currently directs the Reilly Center for Media and Public Affairs, part of the Manship School of Mass Communication at Louisiana State University. She will join Kent State on July 1, 2015.

The Eastern Gateway Community College announced that it has narrowed its search to four finalists for its presidency. They finalists are Jimmie Bruce, who serves as vice president of Academic Success at Northwest Vista College in Texas; Lada Gibson-Shreve, who serves as provost and chief academic officer at Stark State College, OH; Derrick Manns, who serves as the executive vice chancellor for Fletcher Technical Community College and South Central Louisiana Technical College, LA; and Anthony Summers, who serves as vice president for student development at Richland College, TX. 

HOUSING

Groups representing Ohio banks, credit unions, financial services and mortgage lenders told a House committee that they would like to see legislation that would allow vacant properties to be seized more quickly to be reused and general updates to Ohio Revised Code statutes dealing with financial institutions that they said are outdated.

INSURANCE

The state is urging continued vigilance in the wake of the Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield data breach, which affected up to 80 million of the insurer's current and former members and policyholders. Lt. Gov. Mary Taylor has issued a new consumer alert to update Ohioans on the cyber-attack on sensitive personal information including names, health identification numbers, dates of birth, Social Security numbers, addresses, telephone numbers, email addresses, employment information, and reported income.

JUDICIAL

Corroborating evidence is not a reason to make a felony sentence mandatory rather than discretionary, nor a reason to deny a defendant a jury trial, even when the additional evidence affirms the testimony of a child under 13 who is a victim of gross sexual imposition, the Ohio Supreme Court concludes in a new ruling. One dissenting member of the Court accuses fellow justices of substituting their opinion about "good public policy" for the Legislature's.

In a long-awaited decision, the Ohio Supreme Court Tuesday ruled 4-3 that Ohio's statewide regulatory scheme for shale oil and gas drilling takes precedence over home rule laws on zoning and permitting aimed at the current "fracking" boom.

The Ohio Supreme Court will not reconsider its decision in December upholding the city of Toledo's administrative enforcement process relating to its automated traffic camera system used to catch drivers committing redlight and speeding violations. On Wednesday, the Court denied a motion for reconsideration 4-3 with Justices Judith French, Paul Pfeifer and William O'Neill dissenting.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Auditor Dave Yost assured House members Tuesday that proposed government efficiency studies in HB5 (Kunze-Koehler) will take a carrot-and-stick rather than big-stick approach to resource consolidation and collaboration between state or local jurisdictions. He emphasized that a single government entity can trigger a regional "business" analysis, however, and agreed taxpayers should be made aware of potential savings even when their local government leaders have not signed on.

NATURAL RESOURCES

The Ohio House resumed debate over the fast-tracked "unitization" of state lands for oil and gas development Tuesday after the proposal was dropped as part of the scuttled mid-biennium review (MBR) 130-HB490 (Hall-Thompson), an omnibus bill of agricultural, environmental and oil and gas language which failed in the final days of the 130th General Assembly. Standalone legislation HB8 (Hagan-Ginter) revives HB490's three main provisions for unitization -- the mandatory state "pooling" of individual parcels of land for the development of oil and gas reserves that otherwise would not be extracted.

A reduction in bag limits and antlerless permit use, as well as a shift in the youth season during the 2015-2016 hunting seasons were among regulations proposed by the state to the Ohio Wildlife Council. The proposal from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Division of Wildlife would reduce bag limits in the majority of counties and remove antlerless permits in all but 10 counties. The statewide bag limit would be reduced from nine to six, and no county would receive a bag limit increase.

The Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) have announced the discovery of a hemlock-killing pest in Jackson County in southern Ohio. The infestation was recently detected by ODNR officials at Lake Katharine State Nature Preserve in Jackson County.

PENSION FUNDS

The Ohio Retirement Study Council had its inaugural meeting for the 131st General Assembly on Tuesday, with one of two new Senate appointees taking the gavel as chairman. Sen. Bill Beagle (R-Tipp City) is the new chairman, succeeding former Rep. Lynn Wachtmann (R-Napoleon), who was term-limited.

PEOPLE

Dana "Buck" Rinehart, a two-term mayor of Columbus from 1984 to 1991, died Wednesday at age 68, following a 2013 diagnosis of pancreatic cancer, according to media reports.

Secretary of State Jon Husted's office announced changes in its communications staff Wednesday. Josh Eck, now press secretary for Senate Republicans, will take that same role in Husted's office. Matt McClellan, the previous press secretary, becomes communications director. Maggie Ostrowski, formerly the communications director, becomes public affairs director for the office.

The Ohio Department of Medicaid said Wednesday that James Tassie, its chief legal counsel, will become the new policy director, while Jenelle Donovan-Lyle has rejoined the department as legislative director.

Longtime radio reporter Matt Bruning announced on his Facebook page that he will take over as press secretary for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) on Monday, Feb. 23. He will replace Steve Faulkner.

Whittney Bowers has joined the staff of the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation (OFBF) as director of grassroots and political outreach, while Jordan Hoewischer has been named director of water quality and research for the organization.

POLLS/STUDIES

A new report co-authored by Ohio State University (OSU) researchers suggests that both liberals and conservatives can be biased against scientific information that doesn't align with their ideological worldview. The study, co-authored by OSU communication professors Erik Nisbet and R. Kelly Garrett, found that people from both the left and right expressed less trust in science when they were presented with facts that challenged specific politicized issues.

TRANSPORTATION

Rep. Mike Dovilla (R-Berea) on Thursday announced the most recent period for open enrollment into the Ohio Turnpike Mitigation Program is underway. The Turnpike Mitigation Program funds projects within one mile of the Ohio Turnpike for areas affected by traffic or operations of the toll road, the lawmaker said in a news release. Projects may include bridge preservation, minor resurfacing, noise walls, drainage, and other infrastructure improvements required for public transportation systems.

UTILITIES 

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) commenced debate on new regulatory powers involving underground utility work, advising some 2,000 parties of a rulemaking workshop on 130-SB378 (Coley) to be held Thursday, March 19, the bill's effective date. The legislation grants PUCO new jurisdiction to enforce underground utility laws in conjunction with a 17-member Underground Technical Committee (UTC). Developers, excavators, utilities, designers and, in some cases, local governments will pay a safety registration fee of up to $50 annually to participate in the one-call notification system. The law requires UTC to recommend and PUCO to impose fines of up to $2,500 for first-time failed compliance and up to $10,000 for "persistent non-compliers."

The Ohio Consumers' Counsel (OCC) is applauding last week's natural gas auction for Dominion East Ohio and pointing to the historic drop in commodity prices as a free-market counterweight to electric utilities' current push for "re-regulation." OCC said the "mere 2 cents" customers of Dominion's standard choice offer (SCO) will pay for the retail cost adjustment -- or "adder" -- to the wholesale gas price will save them an average of $40 in the coming year. Along with the cost of natural gas itself, consumers pay the adder to cover suppliers' cost to deliver gas to the service area.



