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HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) on Tuesday called on the General Assembly to approve an extension of federal funding for Medicaid expansion, which went into effect just over a year ago as part of passage of the Affordable Care Act.

In keeping with the vow to "fight against 'federal overreach'" that he made at his swearing in ceremony Sunday, Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine Tuesday announced that he has sent a letter to U.S. Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Sylvia Mathews Burwell expressing his concern over HHS plans to apply tax assessments against state and local governments for Obamacare's Transitional Reinsurance Program. He called the proposed action "unconstitutional" and said it is "outside the authority of the Affordable Care Act (ACA)."

ADDICTION/SUBSTANCE.ABUSE

As Gov. John Kasich's "Start Talking!" drug prevention effort celebrates its first anniversary, the program was joined by a new ally in the form of the Ohio Chamber of Commerce and will add new resources aimed at helping businesses address drug use among employees. Andy Doehrel, the president and CEO of the Ohio Chamber of Commerce, said the group will encourage businesses to join the fight against drug abuse.

AGRICULTURE

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Tom Vilsack on Wednesday announced that 115 projects across all 50 states and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico will receive more than $370 million in federal funding as part of the new USDA Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP).

ATTORNEY GENERAL

Ohio Attorney General (AG) Mike DeWine placed the fight against "federal overreach" at the top of his agenda Sunday as he was sworn into a second term in office. Protecting Ohio families was the watchword of his Statehouse Rotunda speech, however, as he looked to future battles in a 1,100-word address.

Former Director Daniel Downard of the Columbiana County Drug Task Force has been sentenced to 18 months in prison for crimes committed while overseeing the task force in 2011 and 2012. An investigation conducted by the attorney general's Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) and prosecuted by its Special Prosecutions Section found Downard had given himself an unauthorized raise and used task force funds to pay for a cell phone used by a family member.

AUDITOR OF STATE

State Auditor Dave Yost played down his second successful election Monday in a swearing-in ceremony focused more on public accountability and less on political victories or policy achievements. He said the point of the oath, however grandiloquent, is not to celebrate what an official has yet to accomplish, but to acknowledge his accountability to the citizens of the state.

BALLOT ISSUES 

A group that is planning a marijuana legalization ballot initiative that includes limiting growing to 10 regulated sites in Ohio said Thursday that the issue will also include five testing facilities to ensure the marijuana produced is safe.

CHILDREN/YOUTH 

Explaining that "Ohio has had unprecedented success ensuring that its children have access to high-quality, cost-effective health coverage," Voices for Ohio's Children, together with the Georgetown University Center for Children and Families, released a brief Thursday that highlights the successes of the state's Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) as they urged Congress to reauthorize the program early this year.

CONSTITUTIONAL MODERNIZATION COMMISSION (OCMC)

The Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission's (OCMC) Judicial Branch and Administration of Justice Committee on Thursday approved two recommendations to repeal sections of the constitution viewed as obsolete by members and heard a presentation on judicial election reform from Ohio Supreme Court Chief Justice Maureen O'Connor.

The Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission (OCMC) panel reviewing language at the heart of Ohio's school funding debates agreed Thursday to dedicate its next meeting to formal debate on specific alternatives to the guarantee of a "thorough and efficient" education system. The Education, Public Institutions and Local Government Committee heard two presenters Thursday who urged members to retain the language or at least its spirit in any revisions to Article VI, Section 2 of the Ohio Constitution.

Steven Steinglass, senior policy adviser to the Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission (OCMC), presented the history of the constitution's article on public debt and asked big-picture questions before a commission committee reviewing the article on Thursday. The policy adviser told the Finance, Taxation and Economic Development committee there are big issues buried in Article VIII of the constitution, the longest in a document containing nearly 26,500 words.

The Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission (OCMC) Coordinating Committee on Thursday discussed possible plans for moving forward after receiving recommendations from subject matter committees.

Two committees of the Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission (OCMC) held a communications meeting Thursday to announce the group's new social media sites and hear a presentation from the Ohio Center for Law-Related Education about a possible collaborative effort to help pair teachers with better teaching resources on state government.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

The founder of Chinese glassmaker Fuyao pledged to expand plans for the old General Motors plant in Moraine to reach $360 million in investments and 1,550 jobs. The company will receive a $3 million economic development grant and $1 million workforce training grant, per an agreement with JobsOhio.

ECONOMY

Secretary of State Jon Husted said Ohio saw 93,775 new business filings at his office during 2014, the fifth year in a row with an increase.

EDUCATION

Tom Gunlock ascended Monday from vice president to president of the State Board of Education on a 12-7 vote over career teacher Pat Bruns. Tess Elshoff was elected 11-8 to succeed Gunlock in the vice presidency, defeating board member Michael Collins.

The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) named five institutions Friday to serve as pilot sites for a new program allowing adults who dropped out of high school to earn a diploma in tandem with a workforce credential. Stark State Community College, Pickaway-Ross Joint Vocational School, Miami Valley Career Technical Center, Cuyahoga Community College and Penta Career Center will receive $500,000 apiece to develop their programs.

Committee work at Monday's opening State Board of Education meeting for the 2015-2016 term included some catching up with lame-duck legislative enactments and related work to continue to fill in details of the graduation requirements created in the 2014 mid-biennium review. Also Monday, Chris Woolard, accountability chief for the Ohio Department of Education (ODE), advised board members that the state is in the process of applying to renew its federal waiver for the Elementary and Second Education Act, also known as No Child Left Behind.

The Ohio Attorney General's Office announced the dismissal of all charges against former Steubenville City Schools Superintendent Michael McVey Monday as part of the rape investigation of high school football players. The AG's office called his resignation earlier in the day a "just result."

Leaders of a purchasing cooperative that buys federal food commodities for hundreds of school districts asked the State Board of Education to intercede Tuesday to prevent reversion to state-run purchasing.

Superintendent Richard Ross told the State Board of Education this week that he's reviewing the requirement that grantees in the new Community Connectors mentorship program must involve a faith-based nonprofit in their proposals in order to receive funding.

Gene Harris, the retired superintendent of Columbus City Schools, pleaded no contest Wednesday to a charge of dereliction of duty in Franklin County Municipal Court, stemming from her time overseeing the capital city district during a period when administrators manipulated student attendance data. She received a 90-day suspended jail sentence, will be on probation for a year, must perform 100 hours of community service and had to relinquish her teacher and superintendent licenses.

Ohio students and teachers could spend about 20 percent less time on testing under legislative changes and administrative actions that Superintendent of Education Richard Ross recommended Thursday. Proposed changes to state and local testing regimens include dropping the fall reading test for third graders, dropping certain data from teacher evaluations in early elementary grades or non-core subjects, and striving for an overall goal that testing take no more than 2 percent of a student's time per year.

ELECTIONS

Secretary of State Jon Husted outlined his priorities Wednesday at a conference for local elected officials, continuing to push online voter registration while announcing efforts to investigate fraud and to secure funding for a 2016 absentee ballot mailing.

ELECTIONS 2014

Gov. John Kasich's inaugural committee raised just over $750,000 for this week's festivities and spent less than half of that, according to documents filed with the secretary of state's office.

ELECTIONS 2016

Cleveland Right to Life told Republicans to say no to endorsing the re-election of U.S. Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH), saying he is going against the GOP national marriage platform. Portman had recently announced his fundraising totals and a list of 250 Republican supporters statewide, including all of the Republican statewide officeholders, the Republican congressional delegation, and a majority of Republicans in the Ohio General Assembly.

Former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush will be traveling to Ohio in April to be the keynote speaker at the Ohio Chamber of Commerce's annual meeting. Bush, who has formed an exploratory committee to potentially run for president, is scheduled to appear at the meeting on Tuesday, April 14, at the Capitol Theatre in the Vern Riffe Center, 77 S. High St.

EMPLOYMENT/UNEMPLOYMENT

The nation added 252,000 new jobs in December as the national unemployment rate fell to 5.6 percent in December, down from 5.8 percent in November, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) said Friday. The number of unemployed persons declined by 383,000 to 8.7 million.

ENERGY

The Pew Charitable Trusts gathered renewable energy providers on Capitol Square Tuesday to assess the state's past successes with green investment and its uncertain future in renewable development following the enactment of energy freeze 130-SB310 (Balderson). Calling Ohio the national leader in green divestment, the nonpartisan think tank said the state instead needs "stable, long-term policies" that promote an alternative energy economy.

The Obama administration will follow 2014 CO2 controls on power plants with a new round of proposed regulations on methane emissions from oil and gas operations, the White House announced.

ENVIRONMENT

Columbus Mayor Michael Coleman released his third community-wide sustainability plan at a Columbus Metropolitan Club luncheon Friday, saying the plan includes a goal to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from city operations by 30 percent and by 20 percent from the community by 2020. The new document, "The Columbus Green Community Plan: Green Memo III," creates a vision for Columbus as a community that is "beautiful, healthy and prosperous," said Coleman.

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA) Director Craig Butler Tuesday visited Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Fairborn to recognize the base for its ongoing efforts in "environmental stewardship."

U.S. Rep. Bob Latta (R-Bowling Green) on Wednesday reintroduced the Great Lakes and Fresh Water Algal Blooms Information Act, legislation to examine the causes and current mitigation efforts of harmful algal blooms (HABs) in the Great Lakes, their tributaries and surface fresh waters.

GAMING

Caesars Entertainment Operating Company (CEOC), a subsidiary of Caesars Entertainment Corporation, the largest casino owner and operator in the nation with interests in Ohio, announced Thursday that it filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Illinois. However, none of Caesars' Ohio properties are included in the filing

GENERAL ASSEMBLY/STATEHOUSE

Speaker of the House Cliff Rosenberger (R-Clarksville), in conjunction with House Minority Leader Rep. Fred Strahorn (D-Dayton), Monday announced the chairs, vice chairs and ranking minority members for a slightly reconfigured and expanded committee organization for the 131st General Assembly. Under Rosenberger's structure, there are 19 standing committees and six subcommittees -- five of those are the subcommittees for the House Finance and Appropriations Committee. This is up from 17 standing committees in the 130th General Assembly, when there were also six subcommittees.

Jeffrey Rezabek, an attorney originally from Grand Island, NY, is the new Republican face for the 43rd Ohio House District with a legislative philosophy: "See if it's good for the 43rd District, that's my first responsibility. Then is it good for the state of Ohio? Well, great, now let's work on it if those two answers are 'yes.'"

House Speaker Cliff Rosenberger (R-Clarksville) made appointments to standing bicameral panels Tuesday, including naming Rep. Mike Duffey (R-Worthington) as chairman of the Joint Committee on Agency Rule Review (JCARR).

The House adopted its official rules for the 131st General Assembly Wednesday, including a new requirement for more advance notice of items on the House calendar and policies for how members should use electronics in the chamber.

In the second voting session of the 131st General Assembly, the Senate unanimously approved the governor's cabinet appointments by a vote of 32-0 Wednesday.

GOVERNOR 

Gov. John Kasich took the oath of office twice on Monday: the first time, officially, at midnight before an invited crowd in the Senate chambers, and the second time in a ceremony at the Southern Theatre. At that time, he delivered his 45-minute inaugural address, which looked at the successes of his first term while saying he wants to continue to innovate and reform Ohio's government. He also noted that he believes the biggest problem facing the nation is the erosion of "foundational bedrock values": personal responsibility, resilience, empathy, teamwork, family and faith.

The governor made the following appointments during the week:

- Dr. Marian K. Schuda of Dublin (Franklin County) to the Ohio Advisory Council for Aging for a term beginning Jan. 9, 2015 and ending Nov. 21, 2016. 
- Dr. Hagop S. Mekhjian of Columbus (Franklin County) reappointed to the Medical Quality Foundation Board for a term beginning Jan. 9, 2015 and ending July 20, 2017.
- Dr. Gregory L. Hall of Mayfield Village (Cuyahoga County) reappointed to the Commission on Minority Health for a term beginning Jan. 12, 2015 and ending Sept. 2, 2016.
- Dr. William J. Hicks of Columbus (Franklin County) to the Commission on Minority Health for a term beginning Jan. 13, 2015 and ending Sept. 2, 2016. 
- Teresa A. Elshoff of New Knoxville (Auglaize County) to the Early Childhood Advisory Council for a term beginning Jan. 13, 2015 and continuing at the pleasure of the governor.
- Barbara R. Snyder of Cleveland Heights (Cuyahoga County) to the JobsOhio Board of Directors for a term beginning Jan. 15, 2015 and ending July 5, 2015. 
- M. Gabriella Celeste of Shaker Heights (Cuyahoga County) reappointed to the Ohio Public Defender Commission for a term beginning Jan. 15, 2015 and ending Jan. 12, 2019.

HIGHER EDUCATION

The National Football Foundation (NFF) has announced that Jim Tressel, president of Youngstown State University (YSU) and former football coach at Ohio State University (OSU) and YSU, has been selected as a member of the 2015 class of the College Football Hall of Fame. Tressel said in a statement that it is an "extraordinary honor" to have been chosen.

The Professional Convention Management Association (PCMA) has conferred its 2014 "Distinguished Educator of the Year Award" on Swathi Ravichandran, Ph.D., Kent State University associate professor of hospitality management, according to the school.

JUDICIAL

Judith French and Sharon Kennedy were sworn in as associate justices of the Ohio Supreme Court at a ceremony on Wednesday afternoon in the courtroom of the Thomas J. Moyer Judicial Center. Former Justice Evelyn Stratton served as emcee for the event, with Chief Justice Maureen O'Connor administering the oath of office to French and retired Judge Matthew Crehan doing so for Kennedy.

Suspended juvenile court Judge Tracie Hunter will face eight felony charges a second time after the court declared a mistrial last fall, resulting in a single conviction for unlawful interest in a government contract.

NATURAL RESOURCES

Hunters harvested 13,726 white-tailed deer during Ohio's 2015 muzzleloader season, Jan. 2-5, according to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR). Hunters have checked 167,013 deer so far in all 2014-2015 hunting seasons, compared to 182,861 at the same point last year, the department said. Hunters harvested 16,464 deer during the 2014 deer-muzzleloader season.

Taxpayers won't find themselves on the hook for wasteful spending at the Ohio Department of Natural Resources' (ODNR) fish hatchery operations, according to an interim performance audit report released on Thursday by Auditor of State Dave Yost. "Not every division within a government entity needs [to be] fixed," Yost said in a news release. "It's good to know that fishermen are reeling in more than their money's worth and our state's aquatic habitats are populated with precision."

PEOPLE

Oregonian elected leaders had to make good on bets over the outcome of the national college football championship following the Ohio State Buckeyes' victory over the University of Oregon Ducks. U.S. Sens. Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley of Oregon helped Ohio's Sens. Rob Portman and Sherrod Brown spell out O-H-I-O on the Capitol steps, while Oregon Gov. John Kitzhaber is sending Gov. John Kasich beer and cheese from his state.

Eileen Corson is the new communications director for the Ohio Department of Veterans Services, effective Monday Jan. 12. Corson took over for Mike McKinney, who retired effective Friday, Jan. 9.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Will Petrik, state director of Advocates for Ohio’s Future (AOF) since 2012, has stepped down as of Jan. 1 to pursue new opportunities in Columbus. To support the coalition during the transition, Gail Clendenin has been appointed interim state director. She has been the AOF communications director since 2012. 

POLITICS 

In a meeting without the drama of his first election, the Ohio Republican Party's executive committee easily re-elected Matt Borges as chairman. Having no opponents this time, Borges was given a new term at the party along with its current officers: Kay Reynolds as vice chair, Marilyn Ashcraft as secretary, Ranae Lentz as treasurer, and Tracey Winbush as assistant treasurer. Only Winbush had any opposition but was re-elected by secret ballot.

The Republican National Committee (RNC) this week set the dates for its 2016 national convention in Cleveland, saying it will be held July 18-21, 2016.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Gov. John Kasich named 18 members of a new task force on community-police relations, including honorary co-chair appointments of former U.S. Sen. George Voinovich, former U.S. Rep. Louis Stokes and former Ohio Supreme Court Justice Evelyn Lundberg Stratton. The first meeting will be at 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 20 at Cleveland State University.

SECRETARY OF STATE

Secretary of State Jon Husted on Monday was sworn in for a second term during a ceremony in the House Chamber of the Statehouse, where 10 years ago he first took the oath as speaker. U.S. Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH) made the trip to Columbus to administer the oath of office, while House Speaker Cliff Rosenberger (R-Clarksville) served as emcee for the event. After being sworn in, the 53rd secretary of state of Ohio told attendees that being re-elected causes him to feel gratitude, happiness, responsibility and hope.

STATE GOVERNMENT

Governing magazine laid out the top 15 issues state lawmakers around the nation are expected to face this session, including continued implementation of the Affordable Care Act, pensions, educational testing and transportation funding shortages.

Legislators and community advocates joined Gov. John Kasich for Thursday's sixth annual Human Trafficking Awareness Day at the Ohio Statehouse, where a long list of public and private figures discussed measures taken against trafficking in minors and prostitution generally since passage of the "End Demand Act," 130-HB130 (Fedor).

TOBACCO

Secretary of State Jon Husted on Monday was sworn in for a second term during a ceremony in the House Chamber of the Statehouse, where 10 years ago he first took the oath as speaker. U.S. Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH) made the trip to Columbus to administer the oath of office, while House Speaker Cliff Rosenberger (R-Clarksville) served as emcee for the event. After being sworn in, the 53rd secretary of state of Ohio told attendees that being re-elected causes him to feel gratitude, happiness, responsibility and hope.


TRANSPORTATION

The Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) on Thursday approved a swapping of properties along the Panhandle Rail Line with a Coshocton County businessman in order to allow for local development. ORDC will gain a more valuable piece of property in the transaction, according to the commission.
	
TREASURER OF STATE

Ohio Treasurer Josh Mandel said Monday that he wants to expand his "online checkbook" initiative to local government entities, state universities and pension funds in his second term in office, indicating he is not concerned about the political consequences of opening already public records to increased scrutiny. During his swearing-in ceremony in Ohio House chambers, Mandel conceded that some people had questioned the political wisdom of placing all state expenditures online for easy viewing.

UTILITIES 

Ohio Department of Commerce (DOC) Director Andre Porter is looking to return to the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) after less than two years at the commerce department. He faces several other candidates who have previously vied for a commission seat, including Commissioner Steven Lesser, a Strickland appointee who is hoping to retain his post in a nod from Gov. John Kasich. Porter is one of 16 known candidates for Lesser's seat.

The state's largest electric provider says Ohio is headed for a perfect storm of increased demand and decreased generation if state and federal lawmakers do not rethink policies that are threatening coal-fired plants and forcing new site construction in a time of unprofitable deregulated markets. American Electric Power (AEP) Chairman, President and CEO Nick Akin addressed a Capitol Square gathering Wednesday at the Columbus Metropolitan Club, which hosted a packed crowd for the 2015 energy update.
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