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Health-related bills introduced this week
To read more about a specific bill, visit http://www.lsc.state.oh.us/bills/default.htm and type in the bill number
 



	HB1
	WORKFORCE GRANT PROGRAM (SCHURING K, MANNING N) To establish the Workforce Grant Program, to authorize an income tax credit equal to 25% of the student loan payments a grant recipient makes per year, and to make an appropriation.

	 
	Current Status:   
	2/4/2015 - House Economic and Workforce Development, (First Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	1/28/2015 - Referred to Committee House Economic and Workforce Development
1/28/2015 - Introduced

	 

	HB4
	NALOXONE-OPIOID OVERDOSE (SPRAGUE R, REZABEK J) Regarding authority to furnish or dispense naloxone to a person who may be at risk of an opioid overdose or a person who may be in a position to assist a person who is at risk.

	 
	Current Status:   
	1/28/2015 - Introduced

	 

	HB24
	ADULT PROTECTIVE SERVICES (DOVILLA M, RETHERFORD W) To revise the laws governing the provision of adult protective services.

	 
	Current Status:   
	1/29/2015 - Introduced

	 


Week in Review
Friday, Jan. 30, 2015

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT (ACA)

Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine announced that the state of Ohio and Warren County have filed a lawsuit over an assessment in the Affordable Care Act (ACA) that they said is an unconstitutional tax on state and local governments. The lawsuit says that there is no precedent in Supreme Court case law or in the U.S. Constitution itself for the federal government to impose the fee. The lawsuit also says that even if the federal government had such constitutional authority, the definitions referenced in the ACA do not include state or local governments among the employers who may be assessed the fee.

Health advocates for the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) community urged LGBT Ohioans -- who are still uninsured at a higher rate than straight people of the same income -- to sign up for health insurance before the Sunday, Feb. 15 deadline. Get Covered America Ohio Director Trey Daly held a press call Wednesday with LGBT leaders including Cincinnati City Councilman Chris Seelbach, Columbus Public Health LGBTQ Health Advocate Dwayne Steward, and Stonewall Columbus Program Director Lori Gum to outline benefits and protections for the LGBT community under the Affordable Care Act (ACA).

MEDICAID EXPANSION/REFORM/REAUTHORIZATION

Speaking with reporters on Monday, House Speaker Cliff Rosenberger (R-Clarksville) said the Medicaid issue has moved beyond the question of "expansion" and on to the issue of "reauthorization." While he said he is going to wait to see what Gov. John Kasich proposes in his budget, Rosenberger said Medicaid was already expanded in the previous General Assembly by the Controlling Board, and now the discussion will focus on what the state can get out of a reauthorization of the expanded program. 

Seizing on the speaker's recent remarks about the Medicaid debate now focusing on the issue of "reauthorization," the Coalition for Healthy Communities Tuesday highlighted three success stories of Ohioans whose lives have been positively affected "through the expansion of Medicaid."


STATE GOVERNMENT

Ohio's four statewide officeholders spoke as one Thursday against the legalization of marijuana, warning of everything from more constitutional monopolies to wary employers to pot-laced candy. Attorney General Mike DeWine, Secretary of State Jon Husted, Auditor Dave Yost, and Treasurer Josh Mandel were asked about ResponsibleOhio's legalization plans for 2015 at a legislative preview hosted by the Associated Press.

ABORTION

Ohio Right to Life (ORTL) announced Tuesday that legislation will soon be introduced in the General Assembly banning abortion at 20 weeks, the time in a pregnancy the anti-abortion group says a fetus can feel pain. The organization said the legislation will challenge the 24-week viability limit for abortions set in the U.S. Supreme Court decision Roe v. Wade and is similar to the National Right to Life Committee's "pain-capable" legislation. 

U.S. Rep. Tim Ryan (D-Niles) said Wednesday that his position on the issue of abortion has "evolved" and that he now supports abortion rights for women.

AGRICULTURE

As areas across Ohio are slated to receive gypsy moth aerial treatments by the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODAg) in early spring to slow the spread of the destructive insect, the department will host several open houses in the treatment areas. The open houses will offer attendees the opportunity to speak directly with those who work with the program, learn about the pest, and view maps of treatment areas, ODAg said.

ATTORNEY GENERAL

The attorney general’s task force examining police-community relations drilled down into use-of-force standards and whether officers can be trained or retrained to comply with “reasonableness” limits on deadly force. Chairman and former Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction (DRC) Director Reggie Wilkinson said members need look no further than the Ohio State Fair for model interactions between law enforcement and citizens of diverse backgrounds, while representatives of the Ohio Peace Officer Training Academy (OPOTA) suggested police are not limited to the level of restraint some have come to expect.

Two northwest Ohio residents, Nancy Jo Frazer of Bryan and Albert Rosebrock of Sherwood, have agreed to disband their charity after being accused of using the group to raise money for an alleged international pyramid scheme, known as Profitable Sunrise, under a settlement with the attorney general's office.

The Ohio Attorney General's Office released its annual report on human trafficking at Monday's meeting of the Ohio Human Trafficking Commission, the first of 2015. Among other accomplishments, Attorney General Mike DeWine credited members for working with the General Assembly to pass "End Demand Act" 130-HB130 (Fedor) in 2014.

FY16-17 BUDGET

Gov. John Kasich began the process of unveiling parts of his proposed FY16-17 budget Thursday in an address before the Ohio Association of Community Action Agencies (OACAA). Proposals included raising the cut-off for child care assistance to 300 percent of federal poverty to allow people to gradually move off the program, increasing personal tax exemptions for those making less than $80,000, and eliminating income taxes on small businesses with gross receipts of $2 million or less.

At the first meeting of the House Finance Committee Tuesday, a tentative schedule was released for the committee's and its subcommittees' deliberations on the FY16-17 budget. The budget is due to the Legislature on Monday, Feb. 2. There are three budgets that will be acted on: the main operating budget, the transportation budget, and the Bureau of Workers' Compensation/Ohio Industrial Commission budgets. The schedule shows the House voting on the operating budget on Wednesday or Thursday, April 22 or April 23.

Democratic members of the House Finance and Appropriations Committee on Tuesday discussed their overarching priorities for the upcoming state budget, calling for a more equitable tax system, increased access to health care, and increased investment in education and local governments. Rep. Denise Driehaus (D-Cincinnati), ranking minority member of the finance committee, told reporters that specific Democratic policy proposals will not be introduced until Gov. John Kasich's administration releases its state budget plan on Monday, Feb. 2. Driehaus would not address whether Democrats would support a higher severance tax on oil and gas producers or a hike in taxes on tobacco -- both of which were policies floated by Kasich last year.

CHILDREN/YOUTH 

The Ohio Children's Trust Fund (OCTF) Thursday announced $90,000 in grant awards for human trafficking prevention across the state. The eight funded programs will serve at-risk youth in 22 counties.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Gov. John Kasich expects $2.6 million in state tax expenditures to drive an additional investment of $82 million at 14 business sites around the state, led by more than $1 million in tax credits in southwest Ohio. The Ohio Tax Credit Authority (OTCA) Monday approved projects recommended by private development agency JobsOhio and its regional partners. Taxpayer-funded projects will keep 1,739 jobs in-state and create 662 new jobs for a total new payroll of $32.6 million, according to the administration.

ECONOMY

Extolling it as the deepest, best-integrated, and largest bi-lateral trading relationship on the globe, the U.S.-Canada pecuniary link was the topic of discussion Wednesday among Canadian government officials and Columbus economic and trade experts at a forum in the capital city.

EDUCATION

Graduates, teachers and school leaders gathered Monday at the Riffe Center to recognize National School Choice Week. Snow days called at many Ohio schools nixed plans for a student rally, but school teachers and principals, state officials and others met to talk about the importance of giving parents a choice.

The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) and several leading school districts around the state face a new complaint alleging multiple violations of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974, Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) of 2004, and No Child Left Behind (NCLB). The complaint says Spanish-speaking families with limited English are being denied equal access to education and student information, including special needs children and students with other disabilities.

The Ohio Department of Education previewed Tuesday the ins and outs of assessments tied to new academic standards, while also convening for the first time a group of experts assigned to review those standards. Lawmakers created academic standards review committees in 130-HB487, the K-12 education piece of the mid-biennium review, to determine if the standards are clear, age appropriate and promote higher student achievement, among other criteria. The four committees -- one each for math, science, social studies and English language arts -- are made up of subject-matter experts, teachers, parents and state officials.

A study committee assigned to recommend graduation requirements for private schools decided Tuesday it will take one more shot at bridging the divide between providing educational flexibility and allowing the state to verify achievement on an individual student level. Already past its statutory reporting deadline, the Chartered Nonpublic Graduation Requirements Committee's latest meeting was acrimonious at the start.

With charter school reform among the top House priorities, the House Education Committee dedicated its first meeting of the session Wednesday to an overview of charter rules and laws from the Ohio Alliance for Public Charter Schools (OAPCS). Darlene Chambers, head of the OAPCS, said she wanted to "clear the air" of misperceptions about charter schools and the way they're run and overseen in Ohio.

The Senate Education Committee kicked off its deliberations for 2015 hearing from State Superintendent of Education Richard Ross on the results of the Department of Education's (ODE) report and recommendations around testing in the schools -- a report mandated under the education Mid-Biennium Review (MBR) bill 130-HB487.

Policy research and education groups issued a call Wednesday for the nonprofit authorizer of charter schools operated by Concept Schools Inc. to withdraw its sponsorship of the schools. Buckeye Community Hope Foundation should tell the Concept schools, which operate under the Horizon and Noble academies names, that their contracts won't be renewed because of lagging academics, allegations by former teachers and inquiries into the schools by federal law enforcement, the groups argued.

Laying out a scenario where K-12 education will face increased competition for funding as the country's -- and Ohio's -- demographics change, Matthew Ladner of the Foundation for Excellence in Education made the case for states' moving on to the "next evolution" of school vouchers: education savings accounts (ESAs). Speaking to an early morning audience at the Columbus Athletic Club on Wednesday, Ladner said ESAs operate "like a restricted debit card," giving parents broader education-related options than school vouchers currently do.

Auditor of State Dave Yost is urging Sen. Peggy Lehner (R-Kettering) to require Ethics Commission filings for charter school board members among her forthcoming regulatory overhaul for charters, after discovering some board members have felony records.

EMPLOYMENT/UNEMPLOYMENT

Ohio’s unemployment rate continued to fall in December, going to 4.8 percent from 5 percent in November, as the state added 5,100 jobs over the month, according to the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS). Ohio’s nonfarm wage and salary employment went from a revised 5,325,300 in November to 5,330,400 in December, ODJFS said. The number of workers unemployed in Ohio in December was 278,000, down 9,000 from 287,000 in November. In December 2013, the number unemployed in the state was 411,000.

ENERGY

The Ohio Consumers' Counsel (OCC) Governing Board kicked off its 2015 focus on retail energy costs with a presentation from the executive in residence at the Ohio University Russ School of Engineering and Voinovich School for Leadership and Public Affairs, Michael Zimmer. The fundamental conclusion was that Ohio must continue to move away from the technological and regulatory paradigm of the last century to capitalize on new power sources and new ways of managing and consuming energy through distributed generation.

ENVIRONMENT

The Ohio Air Quality Development Authority (OAQDA) announced Wednesday that it has expanded its program of grants and low-cost loans to small companies that need to purchase air-quality equipment.

The chairman of the newly-created House Agriculture and Rural Development Committee, Rep. Brian Hill (R-Zanesville), says while agriculture plays a significant role in the formation of harmful algal blooms (HABs), any new regulations affecting farmers should be targeted in Northwest Ohio and not the entire state.

Sen. Randy Gardner (R-Bowling Green) told Hannah News Thursday that his forthcoming legislation addressing water quality issues in Lake Erie will be an "enhanced" version of mid-biennium review (MBR) 130-HB490 (Hall-Thompson), which failed to pass the Senate during lame duck.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY/STATEHOUSE

Friday, Senate President Keith Faber (R-Celina) announced assignments for a reconfigured committee structure for the 131st General Assembly. Sen. Scott Oelslager (R-Canton) retains his position as chair of Senate Finance, overseeing now five subcommittees of that group. Vice chairs of those subcommittees are all Democrats. Separate insurance and Medicaid committees have been created, while Rules and Reference are now combined into one body.

The Ohio Statehouse will celebrate Black History Month throughout February with a special display, free historical performances each Tuesday at noon, special tours of the George Washington Williams Room and a soul food menu in the cafe on Thursdays.

Chair Rep. Mike Duffey (R-Worthington) welcomed new and returning members during this session's first Joint Committee on Agency Rule Review (JCARR) meeting on Tuesday and introduced new procedural reference tools to help committee members and the public more clearly understand the group's capabilities.

House Republicans introduced priority legislation Wednesday for the 131st General Assembly, with top issues including workforce training grants for in-demand jobs, charter school regulations, reducing business filing fees, changing the statute of limitations for rape when DNA evidence is available, and oil-gas unitization. 

Senate Republicans outlined their priorities Wednesday focused on 10 areas, including jobs and opportunity, education deregulation and college affordability, Medicaid sustainability and water quality, among others. 

The House opened its Wednesday session with a tribute to prisoners of war and those missing in action, announcing plans to fly the POW/MIA flag in the chamber this General Assembly. The chamber also adopted HCR3, the ethics guidelines for the 131st General Assembly. 

The Senate session Wednesday included adoption of joint ethics provisions and rules of the Senate, with a few Democrats voting against SR14 because of a limit on floor amendments in the upper chamber.

Legislative caucus leaders expressed solidarity and resolve for quick action on water-quality issues but sounded familiar disagreements on tax policy Thursday during an annual Associated Press forum previewing the legislative session. Senate President Keith Faber (R-Celina) and House Speaker Cliff Rosenberger (R-Clarksville) said they think they're on the same page with Gov. John Kasich about broad themes of his budget but were looking forward to detailed briefings later Thursday.

Senate Minority Leader Joe Schiavoni (D-Boardman) on Thursday announced the hiring of Michael Premo as chief of staff for the Ohio Senate Democratic Caucus. Premo currently serves as campaign manager for Why Marriage Matters Ohio, a statewide group that advocates for state recognition of same-sex marriages. The marriage equality organization concurrently announced that Christopher Geggie has been named its new campaign manager.

Steven Kraus, the man who defeated former state representative and Ohio Democratic Party chairman Chris Redfern for the 89th House District seat, has drawn more than the usual amount of attention in his rise to the General Assembly. "I think people are tired of the double talk. They want a public servant," Kraus said in an interview with Hannah News.

Sarah LaTourette (R-Bainbridge), daughter of former U.S. Rep. Steve LaTourette, says it was her passion for the nonprofit sector that was a major contributing factor in her decision to run for the Ohio House. She has worked for Adoption Network Cleveland and for nonprofits dedicated to supporting rescue animals and individuals with Parkinson's disease.

Niraj Antani (R-Miamisburg), who was seated last year after winning the November election for the 42nd House District to succeed the late Rep. Terry Blair (R-Dayton), said it afforded him time to settle in and meet other members of the Ohio House. He also observed he believes every freshman should sit through the farewell speeches, noting the finesse and energy of outgoing legislators, political party aside.

Tim Ginter, the new representative from the 5th House District, said he sees serving in the Legislature as a logical step after three decades in the ministry. "Serving God and serving people, I see those as one and the same."

GOVERNOR 

Gov. John R. Kasich announced the appointment of Laura M. DiGiacomo of Ashtabula (Ashtabula County) to serve as a judge on the Ashtabula Municipal Court. DiGiacomo will assume office on Feb. 17, 2015, and must run in November 2015 to retain the seat for the remainder of the unexpired term, which ends Dec. 31, 2019. DiGiacomo is replacing Judge Albert Camplese, who has been elected to the Ashtabula County Court of Common Pleas, Probate and Juvenile Divisions.

The governor made the following appointments during the week:

- Christine H. Dennison of Canfield (Mahoning County) to the Eastern Gateway Community College Board of Trustees for a term beginning Jan. 22, 2015 and ending Oct. 16, 2018.
- John I. Silverman of Cincinnati (Hamilton County) to the Cincinnati State Technical and Community College Board of Trustees for a term beginning Jan. 22, 2015 and ending Aug. 31, 2020.
- Robert J. Ringel of Cincinnati (Hamilton County) reappointed to the Cincinnati State Technical and Community College Board of Trustees for a term beginning Jan. 23, 2015 and ending Aug. 31, 2020.
- Sr. Patricia McNicholas of Youngstown (Mahoning County) reappointed to the Eastern Gateway Community College Board of Trustees for a term beginning Jan. 23, 2015 and ending Oct. 16, 2019.
- Brian R. De Bruin of Bloomingburg (Fayette County) to the Southern State Community College Board of Trustees for a term beginning Jan. 23, 2015 and ending May 11, 2020.
- Dr. Phillip E. Dubbs of New Madison (Darke County) to the Edison State Community College Board of Trustees for a term beginning Jan. 23, 2015 and ending Jan. 17, 2021.
- Dr. Gregory A. Guzman of Maumee (Lucas County) to the Commission on Hispanic-Latino Affairs for a term beginning Jan. 26, 2015 and ending Oct. 7, 2016. - Sandra J. Vorhies of Columbus (Franklin County) reappointed to the Ohio War Orphans Scholarship Board for a term beginning Jan. 26, 2015 and ending Dec. 31, 2018.
- William G. Brantingham of Winona (Columbiana County), Randal J. Van Dyne of Findlay (Hancock County), and Donald A. McDonald of Doylestown (Wayne County) reappointed to the State Emergency Response Commission for terms beginning Jan. 29, 2015 and ending Jan. 13, 2017.

HIGHER EDUCATION

The University of Toledo (UT) Thursday announced three finalists for the job of university president: Dr. Sharon Gaber, provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs at the University of Arkansas; Dr. Christopher Howard, president of Hampden-Sydney College; and Dr. Michele Wheatly, professor and senior adviser to the president at West Virginia University.

Previewing the rollout of Gov. John Kasich's budget next week without tipping his hand, Ohio Board of Regents Chancellor John Carey said Thursday that making college more affordable will be a key feature.

JUDICIAL

Chief Justice Maureen O'Connor Thursday promised the first piece of her three-point judicial reform plan by summer, saying a "one-stop shop" with voter information on judicial candidates is in the works. The other two pieces -- ballot-topping, off-year court elections and increased qualifications for judges -- she allowed would require constitutional and statutory changes.

MILITARY AFFAIRS

Members of the Ohio Army National Guard's Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 16th Engineer Brigade, located in Columbus, will not be deploying this spring in support of Operation United Assistance, the U.S. government's mission supporting civilian-led humanitarian efforts to combat the Ebola virus outbreak in West Africa.

NATURAL RESOURCES

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) and the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) announced capital improvement projects at Lake White State Park in Pike County that include long-term risk reduction improvements to the 4,200-foot earthen dam to meet regulatory and safety requirements that are needed prior to restoring the lake level to its normal pool. ODOT also plans to replace the State Route 104 bridge that crosses over the dam spillway and other adjacent roadway improvements.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has begun removing hazardous trees from Mohican State Park and Mohican-Memorial State Forest in Ashland County, according to a news release from the department.
At times, parts of the park or forest, including the campground, gorge overlook and Forest Roads 51 and 58 will be closed temporarily, ODNR said.

Strategic investments into cabins and campgrounds within Ohio's state parks could generate more than $3.3 million in average annual returns and $3.8 million in one-time cost avoidance, according to an interim performance audit report of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) released Tuesday by Auditor of State Dave Yost.

House Energy and Natural Resources Committee Chairman Al Landis (R-Dover) told Hannah News that he is excited to represent Eastern Ohio in his new leadership role, noting he hopes to continue to spur the economic benefits that shale exploration has delivered to his neck of the woods.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) is seeking donations from taxpayers, who are likely receiving their W-2's this week, saying they help safeguard state nature preserves and wildlife.

PEOPLE

Mark Schloemer joins insurance company State Auto as its new deputy director of government relations, according to the company. He will be located at State Auto's corporate headquarters in Columbus.

POLITICS 

Former Ohio Speaker Jo Ann Davidson was named co-chair of the Republican National Committee’s (RNC) Standing Committee on Arrangements, which will plan and manage the Republican National Convention’s activities in Cleveland in 2016. Cleveland will host the convention on July 18-21, 2016. Davidson previously served as chairman of the RNC’s Site Selection Committee and the Committee on Arrangements for the 2008 Republican National Convention held in Minneapolis, MN.

The Democratic National Committee (DNC) announced Friday that its 2016 convention will be held the week of July 25, 2016, the week after the Republican convention in Cleveland ends. Columbus, Philadelphia and New York are currently vying to host the 2016 convention. Friday’s announcement only included the date, but not the location, which is expected to be announced within the next month.

TAXATION

Senate Democrats joined the Ohio Association of Foodbanks (OAF) and left-leaning Policy Matters Ohio Wednesday to announce new legislation that would remove current income caps on the state Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and make the program fully refundable rather than a reduction in taxes owed.

The Ohio Department of Taxation (ODT) said it is now accepting 2014 individual and school district income tax returns.

TOBACCO

A coalition of anti-smoking and anti-tobacco groups said Tuesday that if the state were to raise cigarette and other tobacco taxes by $1 a pack, it could bring in an additional $342 million in state revenue as well as cut the tobacco use rates among adults and children in Ohio. Authored by Frank Chaloupka, a tobacco policy expert at the University of Illinois at Chicago, the report was written in conjunction with the Investing in Tobacco Free Youth Coalition, a group that includes the American Heart Association, the American Lung Association, the Cancer Action Network, and the Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids.

TRANSPORTATION

The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) requested to defer a $100 million item on the Controlling Board's Monday agenda after two Republican senators chided the agency for a lack of details in the funding request. The request sought approval of capital funds for the construction of highway maintenance facilities through the Ohio Facilities Construction Commission (OFCC). The request also sought a more than $51 million contract with the Ohio Council of Port Authorities (OCPA) with ODOT explaining OFCC has said it is at capacity and cannot handle the full $100 million bond.

Gov. John Kasich and Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear on Wednesday announced a partnership to renovate the Brent Spence Bridge and reconstruct the surrounding corridor in the Southwestern Ohio region. The governors, in a press conference streamed live online in Covington, KY, said they have directed their transportation and finance teams to create a "cost-saving plan" that limits tolls and moves forward with improving the Brent Spence Bridge corridor.

UTILITIES 

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) approved energy auctions Wednesday that saw mixed results in the wholesale price for natural gas and electricity. FirstEnergy's average clearing price of $69.18 per megawatt hour (MWh) Tuesday was nearly 24 percent higher than its wholesale rate during last year's "polar vortex," while Columbia Gas of Ohio's retail price adjustment of $1.29 per thousand cubic feet (Mcf) Tuesday was 8 percent lower than its year-over-year auction price in February 2014.

VETERANS

The federal Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced Monday that it is taking the first steps under the "MyVA" initiative to realign its many organizational maps into one map with five regions to better serve veterans. 

WORKERS' COMPENSATION

The Ohio Bureau of Workers' Compensation (BWC) Governing Board Friday previewed the $153 million rate cut to be voted on by the board next month and approved a pilot program to increase the quality of state-funded health care for at-risk claimants.
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