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Bill Updates

	 



	HB232
	SOCIAL WORKERS-THERAPISTS LAWS (SEARS B, MILKOVICH Z) To modify the laws governing professional counselors, social workers, and marriage and family therapists.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/10/2014 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR

	 
	Recent Status:   
	4/8/2014 - Sent to Governor for Signature
4/2/2014 - Consideration of Senate Amendments; Concurred Vote 85-1

	 

	HB296
	SCHOOLS-EPINEPHRINE AUTOINJECTORS (JOHNSON T, DUFFEY M) To permit public schools to procure epinephrine autoinjectors in accordance with prescribed procedures and to exempt them from licensing requirements related to the possession of epinephrine autoinjectors.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/9/2014 - Consideration of Senate Amendments; Concurred Emergency Clause Vote 87-0 Bill Vote 89-0

	 
	Recent Status:   
	4/8/2014 - PASSED BY SENATE; Emergency Clause Vote 32-0 Bill Vote 32-0
4/8/2014 - Bills for Third Consideration

	 

	HB315
	NEONATAL ABSTINENCE SYNDROME (WACHTMANN L) To require hospital reporting of neonatal abstinence syndrome.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/10/2014 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR

	 
	Recent Status:   
	4/8/2014 - Sent to Governor for Signature
4/2/2014 - PASSED BY SENATE; Vote 32-0

	 

	HB366
	HOSPICE-OPIOID DIVERSION PREVENTION (SPRAGUE R) To require hospice care programs to establish procedures to prevent diversion of controlled substances that contain opioids.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/8/2014 - Senate Medicaid, Health and Human Services, (First Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	3/12/2014 - Referred to Committee Senate Medicaid, Health and Human Services
2/26/2014 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 97-0

	 

	HB369
	MBR-MEDICAID-OPIOID ADDICTIONS (SPRAGUE R) To require the Medicaid program and health insurers to cover certain services for recipients with opioid addictions; to establish requirements for boards of alcohol, drug addiction, and mental health services regarding treatment services for opioid addiction to help defray payroll costs associated with a court's employment of drug court case managers; to provide a state share of the capital costs of recovery housing projects; and to make appropriations.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/9/2014 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 70-20

	 
	Recent Status:   
	4/9/2014 - Bills for Third Consideration
4/8/2014 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, House Finance and Appropriations, (Fifth Hearing)

	 

	HB394
	IMMUNIZATIONS (SMITH R, ANTONIO N) Regarding the authority of pharmacists and pharmacy interns to administer immunizations.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/8/2014 - Referred to Committee Senate Medicaid, Health and Human Services

	 
	Recent Status:   
	4/2/2014 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 82-7
4/2/2014 - Bills for Third Consideration

	 

	HB463
	DENTAL PROFESSIONALS LAWS (JOHNSON T) To make changes to the laws governing dental professionals.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/9/2014 - House Health and Aging, (Second Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	3/25/2014 - House Health and Aging, (First Hearing)
3/11/2014 - Referred to Committee House Health and Aging

	 

	HB483
	MBR-OPERATION OF STATE PROGRAMS (AMSTUTZ R) To make operating and other appropriations and to provide authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/9/2014 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Bill Amended Vote 57-33

	 
	Recent Status:   
	4/9/2014 - Bills for Third Consideration
4/8/2014 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, House Finance and Appropriations, (Seventh Hearing)

	 

	HB485
	MBR-OFFICE OF HUMAN SERVICES INNOVATION (SMITH R, JOHNSON T) To establish the Office of Human Services Innovation in the Department of Job and Family Services.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/9/2014 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 62-28

	 
	Recent Status:   
	4/9/2014 - Bills for Third Consideration
4/9/2014 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED & REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, House Health and Aging, (Fourth Hearing)

	 

	HB486
	MBR-WORKFORCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS (BAKER N, STEBELTON G) To establish the adult career opportunity pilot program; to revise the coordination of workforce development and economic development programs; to synchronize the due dates of several reports due from the Development Services Agency, the Ohio Venture Capital Authority, and the Third Frontier Commission; to revise the law regarding innovation financial assistance and research and development financial assistance; and to permit the Director of Commerce, the State Fire Marshal, and the Ohio Construction Industry Licensing Board to establish compliance incentive programs.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/9/2014 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 87-0

	 
	Recent Status:   
	4/9/2014 - Bills for Third Consideration
4/8/2014 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, House Economic Development and Regulatory Reform, (Third Hearing)

	 

	HB487
	MBR-K-12 EDUCATION PROGRAMS (BRENNER A) With regard to education provisions for students in grades kindergarten through twelve.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/9/2014 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 61-28

	 
	Recent Status:   
	4/9/2014 - Bills for Third Consideration
4/3/2014 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, House Education, (Third Hearing)

	 

	HB511
	INSURANCE-RELATED CHANGES (SEARS B) To suspend the operation of continuation of coverage requirements and make other insurance-related changes.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/9/2014 - BILL AMENDED, House Health and Aging, (Second Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	4/2/2014 - House Health and Aging, (First Hearing)
4/1/2014 - Referred to Committee House Health and Aging

	 

	HB519
	PODIATRISTS-MEDICAL-NURSING BOARD LAWS (SCHURING K) To revise the law governing podiatrists and to make other changes in the laws governing the State Medical Board and Board of Nursing.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/10/2014 - Introduced

	 
	Recent Status:   
	

	 

	SB99
	ORAL CANCER MEDICATIONS (OELSLAGER S, TAVARES C) Regarding insurance coverage for orally administered cancer medications.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/9/2014 - House Health and Aging, (Third Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	4/2/2014 - House Health and Aging, (Second Hearing)
3/25/2014 - House Health and Aging, (First Hearing)

	 

	SB230
	NON-SELF-INJECTABLE CANCER DRUGS (MANNING G, OELSLAGER S) To establish standards for the delivery of non-self-injectable cancer drugs.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/9/2014 - House Health and Aging, (Third Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	4/2/2014 - House Health and Aging, (First Hearing)
3/12/2014 - House Health and Aging, (First Hearing)

	 

	SB278
	SUDDEN INFANT DEATH (JONES S, TAVARES C) To require the completion of a sudden unexplained infant death investigation reporting form (SUIDI reporting form) developed by the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, or an alternative reporting form developed by the Director of Health, whenever a child one year of age or younger dies suddenly when in apparent good health and to require that the appropriate child fatality review board receive a copy of each completed form.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/9/2014 - Referred to Committee House Health and Aging

	 
	Recent Status:   
	4/2/2014 - PASSED BY SENATE; Vote 32-0
4/2/2014 - Bills for Third Consideration

	 

	SB327
	DENTAL PROFESSIONALS LAWS (UECKER J) To make changes to the laws governing dental professionals.

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/8/2014 - Introduced

	 
	Recent Status:   
	

	 

	SB328
	BRAIN TUMOR AWARENESS WEEK (HUGHES J) To designate the first week of May as "Brain Tumor Awareness Week."

	 
	Current Status:   
	4/8/2014 - Introduced

	 
	Recent Status:   
	

	 



	Health-Related Bills Introduced Since 4/4/2014

	 

	HB519
	PODIATRISTS-MEDICAL-NURSING BOARD LAWS (SCHURING K) To revise the law governing podiatrists and to make other changes in the laws governing the State Medical Board and Board of Nursing.

	SB327
	DENTAL PROFESSIONALS LAWS (UECKER J) To make changes to the laws governing dental professionals.

	SB328
	BRAIN TUMOR AWARENESS WEEK (HUGHES J) To designate the first week of May as "Brain Tumor Awareness Week."

	SCR39
	START TALKING MONTH (BURKE D) To designate October 2014 as "Start Talking Month."

	 


Week in Review
Friday, April 11, 2014

MEDICAID EXPANSION/REFORM

The Joint Medicaid Oversight Committee had its inaugural meeting Tuesday, with Sen. Dave Burke (R-Marsville), the chairman, aiming to land a final candidate for executive director by the May meeting and appointing an applicant screening panel including himself, Sens. Chris Widener (R-Springfield) and Capri Cafaro (D-Hubbard) and Reps. Barbara Sears (R-Sylvania) and Nickie Antonio (D-Lakewood).


AGRICULTURE

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Administrator Juan M. Garcia announced Wednesday that farmers and ranchers can sign-up for disaster assistance programs, reestablished by the 2014 farm bill, beginning Tuesday, April 15.

ATTORNEY GENERAL

Attorney General Mike DeWine recognized Crime Victims' Rights Week Monday with the award of nearly $10,000 to victim support agencies.

FY14-15 BUDGET

State revenues continued to come in over estimates during the month of March, reaching a total of $370.8 million or 2.6 percent over estimates for the fiscal year to date. March itself was also over estimates by nearly $153.5 million or 12.4 percent. However, Office of Budget and Management (OBM) Director Tim Keen remains cautious as he said, via an email from his spokesman David Pagnard, “OBM continues to watch this trend with some caution as the tax-filing season unfolds.”

CHILDREN 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recently estimated that one in 68 children (or 14.7 per 1,000 eight-year-olds) in multiple communities in the United States has been identified with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). This new estimate is roughly 30 percent higher than previous estimates reported in 2012 of one in 88 children (11.3 per 1,000 eight-year olds) being identified with an autism spectrum disorder. The number of children identified with ASD ranged from 1 in 175 children in Alabama to 1 in 45 children in New Jersey.

CIVIL RIGHTS

A federal judge announced Friday that he is going to issue a ruling that will strike down portions of the 2004 constitutional amendment banning gay marriages in Ohio, while a group circulating petitions to have Ohio voters overturn the ban on their own said it will be circulating petitions on a new amendment. U.S. District Court Judge Timothy Black indicated during a hearing that he will be issuing a ruling by April 14 that will overturn the law. The judge’s declaration came during oral arguments in Henry v. Wymslo, according to the law firm Gehardstein and Branch Co. LPA, which brought the lawsuit that seeks to have the marriages of gay couples outside of the state recognized by Ohio officials.

CONSTITUTIONAL MODERNIZATION COMMISSION

After spending the first part of its meeting wrangling about how it should proceed sans direction from the Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission, obviously frustrated members of the Bill of Rights and Voting Committee whipped through preliminary recommendations for what it has called "Tier 1" issues.

Steven Steinglass, senior policy advisor for the Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission (OCMC), summarized a report to the Constitutional Revisions and Updating Committee regarding the initiative to encourage interested groups to consider amendments to the statutes rather than to the constitution. "The data suggests that in recent years few Ohioans are attempting initiated statutes, and almost all initiatives are for constitutional amendments," he stated.

With proposals nowhere near final or agreed upon, the Education, Public Institutions and Miscellaneous and Local Government Committee of the Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission (OCMC) spent time Thursday morning discussing a draft presented by Committee Chairman Chad Readler which included the elimination of constitutional language providing for a "thorough and efficient system of common schools."

At the monthly meeting of the Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission's (OCMC) Finance, Taxation and Economic Development Committee on Thursday, the committee focused on obsolete sections of Article 8 -- Public Debt and Public Works -- of the Ohio Constitution, and on the state's role in economic development.

The Legislative Branch and Executive Branch Committee of the Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission (OCMC) took a step back from redistricting during its meeting to focus on another priority topic of the committee: term limits. Chairman Fred Mills said redistricting remains on the committee's agenda, but committee members are still working to see if they can reach consensus on the issue before moving forward with it. He later told committee members that it will be on the agenda for the next committee meeting.

The OCMC Judicial Branch and Administration of Justice Committee heard from committee member Richard Saphire, professor of law at the University of Dayton Law School, who presented some basic research on merit selection and distributed information that gave a state-by-state look at the selection process of the judiciary. He focused on several states with diverse processes: Missouri, Massachusetts, Colorado and California.

DEATH PENALTY

The Joint Task Force to Review the Administration of Ohio's Death Penalty approved the language in all 56 of its recommendations in a final draft of its report Thursday. This culminates over two years' work by the group formed to examine how the state's capital punishment system could be improved. Many of the recommendations require stricter standards for prosecutors to seek the death penalty, including a recommendation that a death sentence cannot be considered without biological or DNA evidence, a videotaped, voluntary confession by the defendant to the murder, or a video conclusively linking the defendant to the murder.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Gov. John Kasich and U.S. Rep. Marcia Fudge (D-Warrensville Heights) sent letters to U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx urging the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) to grant Ohio a waiver to the department's Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) program for upcoming projects in the city of Cleveland.

ECONOMY

According to the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS), the composite index of leading economic indicators for Ohio remained at 93.3 from November to December 2013. The lack of change in the composite index is suggesting weak employment growth in the coming months, according to ODJFS.

EDUCATION

The Ohio Department of Education's online grants system started taking applications Friday, April 4 for the second round of the Straight A Fund, a quarter million dollar pool of lottery profits meant to spur innovative and cost-saving programs in K-12 education. The CCIP grants system will take applications through 4 p.m. Friday, April 18.

The Ohio School Boards Association (OSBA) launched a statewide campaign to put a spotlight on the successes of public education in Ohio. "Stand up for Public Schools" seeks to raise awareness about the importance of public education and locally elected boards of education.

A recent investigation by the Akron Beacon Journal and NewsOutlet prompted Senate Democratic Leader Joe Schiavoni (D-Austintown) and Rep. John Patrick Carney (D-Columbus) to announce they will introduce companion legislation calling for more transparency and accountability of Ohio charter schools.

The deadline to apply for scholarships that help students from underperforming public schools or those with demonstrated financial need attend participating private schools has been extended until Friday, May 9, the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) announced Tuesday. The deadline had been Friday, April 18.

Columbus school and library leaders shared their tactics Wednesday for boosting early literacy as they work under the state's third grade reading guarantee. Sandee Donald, Columbus City Schools' director for reading language arts and social studies, and Alison Circle, chief customer experience officer for the Columbus Metropolitan Library, shared their plans for reaching children and families during a Columbus Metropolitan Club Forum discussion led by Mark Real of KidsOhio.org.

ELECTIONS 2014

David Pepper, the Democratic candidate for attorney general, announced his "comprehensive approach" to the heroin epidemic in Ohio Tuesday, saying he will treat heroin as a "public health crisis," decrease demand for the drug, call for statewide availability of Naloxone, crack down on dealers and support local law enforcement.

The Ohio Supreme Court Wednesday denied a request by Steven Linnabary, the Libertarian Party candidate for attorney general, to reconsider its decision upholding Secretary of State Jon Husted's move to knock Linnabary off the ballot for a petition error.

Endorsements made over the week include the following:

The Ohio Federation of Teachers (OFT) recently added the following 58 names to its list of endorsed candidates: Congress: Joyce Beatty - District 3; Marcia Fudge - District 11; Jennifer Garrison - District 6; Marcy Kaptur - District 9; Tim Ryan - District 13; and Michael Wager - District 14. Ohio House of Representatives: Michael Ashford (District 44); Teresa Fedor (District 45); Michael Sheehy (District 46); Kevin Boyce (District 25); Mike Curtin (District 17); Laina Fetherolf-Rogers (District 78); Michael Johnston (District 19); Christie Bryant (District 32); Mark Childers (District 30); Denise Driehaus (District 31); Joseph Otis (District 27); Tammy Simendinger (District 29); Wayne Small (District 41); David Ogan (District 73); Darrell Jackson (District 79); Cathina Hourani (District 52); Suzi Rubin (District 53); Charlene Schneider (District 62); Don Bryant (District 2); Richard Javorek (District 69); Matt Lark 5(District 7); Jeffrey Lehart (District 87); Chris Redfern (District 89); Nickie Antonio (District 13); Nicholas Celebrezze (District 15); Anthony Fossaceca (District 6); Steve Holecko (District 14); Todd LeVeck (District 16); Kent Smith (District 8); Jill Zimon (District 12); Kathleen Clyde (District 75); Tim Crawford (District 38); Stephen Slesnick (District 49); Paula Prentice (District 36); Emilia Sykes (District 34); David Worhatch (District 37); Ron Gerberry (District 59); Michele Lepore-Hagan (District 58); John Patterson (District 99); John Rogers (District 60); Rick Walker (District 61); Debbie Phillips (District 94); and Jack Cera (District 96). Ohio Senate: Edna Brown (District 11); Gayle Manning (District 13); Scott Oelslager (District 29); Sandra Williams (District 21); and Kenny Yuko (District 25). Ohio Supreme Court: Tom Letson and John O'Donnell. Ohio Board of Education: Michael Charney (District 7).

Planned Parenthood Advocates of Ohio Wednesday announced the following endorsements for the May Primary: Ohio Senate: Marcus Madison (District 13); Sandra Williams (District 21); Kenny Yuko (District 25); Connie Rubin (District 29); and Joe Schiavoni (District 33). Ohio House of Representatives: Anthony Fossaceca (District 6); Eugene Miller (District 10); Jill Miller Zimon (District 12); Nickie Antonio (District 13); Nick Celebreeze District 15); Todd LeVeck (District 16); Michael Stinziano (District 18); Heather Bishoff (District 20); David Leland (District 22); Rick Redfern (District 23); Kevin Boyce (District 25); Joe Otis (District 27); Micah Kamrass (District 28); Christie Bryant (District 32); Tim Crawford (District 38); Michael Sheehy (District 46); Deb Cain (District 50); Cathina Hourani (District 52); Rick Smith (District 54); Matt Lark (District 57); Michele Lepore-Hagan (District 58); Charlene Schneider (District 62); Charlie Carlier (District 65); David Hogan (District 67); Kathleen Clyde (District 75); Joseph Lanese (District 76); Jeff Lehart (District 87); and Chris Redfern (District 89).

EMPLOYMENT/UNEMPLOYMENT

The national unemployment rate stayed at 6.7 percent for the month of March even as the nation added 192,000 new jobs over the month. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the professional and business services sector added 57,000 jobs, with gains in temporary help services making up more than half of that total. Health care jobs also went up 19,000, with gains in ambulatory health care services and home health care services offset by the loss of 5,000 jobs in nursing care facilities. The food services and drinking places
sector added 30,000 jobs, while construction employment added 19,000 jobs. Public sector employment remained essentially unchanged over the month.

After over four months of debate over extending long-term unemployment insurance (UI) benefits, the U.S. Senate passed a five-month extension of the program. The bill now heads to the House of Representatives, but Republican leaders in that chamber have not indicated it will be a priority.

ENERGY

Energy aggregators, brokers and consultants announced the formation of a new trade association, Energy Professionals of Ohio (EPO), to lobby on the benefits of a competitive energy market. The group will also promote the interests of licensed energy brokers and consultants in Ohio.

A bill that would freeze renewable energy and energy efficiency standards set in 127-SB221 (Schuler) at current levels while a study committee considers the effects of the mandates drew 16 opponents to testify at a Senate Public Utilities Committee hearing Wednesday. A common theme among opponents was that the standards set by SB221 are working well and that SB310 (Balderson) would effectively halt progress being made in moving to more efficient and clean forms of energy.

ENVIRONMENT

The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA) adopted new general permit air pollution control standards for oil and gas well site production operations, which EPA Deputy Communications Director Chris Abbruzzese said are an "evolution" of general permits first issued in 2011 to protect air quality. Abbruzzese said the modifications adopted in the new standards will help identify natural gas leaks earlier, which is beneficial for both the environment and the oil and gas industry.

The Land Trust Alliance Midwest Program presented the Conservation Movers and Shakers Award to the Coalition of Ohio Land Trusts (COLT) Steering Committee for its contributions to restore, protect and connect Ohio's natural and urban areas.

FEDERAL

In his weekly conference call with reporters, U.S. Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH) said he is happy that the U.S. Department of Energy is stepping in to take over the uranium enrichment plant in Piketon after owner USEC declared bankruptcy. Portman told reporters that he is glad the federal agency understands that the capacity to enrich uranium needs to stay in the U.S. for national security reasons, and said he is encouraged that the Department of Energy plans to stay invested in the facility and its employees. He said he hopes the plan will take the next step for its next-generation enrichment project that has received funding in a recent spending bill.

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) reminded businesses in Athens, Fairfield, Hocking, Licking, Morgan, Muskingum and Perry counties that working capital disaster loans are still available to small businesses, small agricultural cooperatives, small businesses engaged in aquaculture and most private nonprofit organizations that were affected by severe storms and flooding on July 8-10, 2013. The deadline to apply is April 29.

Both U.S. Sens. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) and Rob Portman (R-OH) urged the Obama administration to continue fighting against a European Union (EU) initiative that would restrict American meat producers' ability to use common names for their products. Ohio's senators along with more than 40 of their colleagues signed a letter asking the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the United States Trade Representative (USTR) to oppose the EU effort to impose geographical indicator (GI) restrictions.

U.S. Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH) said Thursday he is asking federal law enforcement to pursue broader efforts to respond to the opiate and heroin epidemic. Portman said in his weekly teleconference with reporters that his letter to U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder addresses the need to approach the problem both through education and prevention programs as well as drug treatment, offender re-entry efforts and overdose-reversal drugs like Naloxone.

GAMING

After a winter where Ohio gamblers seemingly stayed home and revenues fell at all of the state-backed gaming establishments, the March figures reported this week showed increases.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY/STATEHOUSE

Rep. John Becker (R-Cincinnati) Monday repeated his call for U.S. District Court Judge Timothy Black to be impeached after the judge said Friday he will issue a ruling striking down at least part of Ohio's ban on gay marriage. During hearings on a challenge to Ohio's ban Friday, Black said he will be issuing a ruling that will force Ohio to recognize gay marriages performed outside of the state.

The Ohio Statehouse will celebrate Earth Day by offering a free fossil tour on Capitol Square. The tour will take place Friday, April 18 from noon until 1 p.m., according to a release from the Capitol Square Review and Advisory Board (CSRAB). The actual date of Earth Day is Tuesday, April 22.

Democrats in the House and Senate used Tuesday to highlight the need to pass bills that they said would make sure women are paid the same rates as men in the workplace. The renewed calls came on "Equal Pay Day," the day designated to recognize the plight of women workers who earn less than their male counterparts. Democrats pointed to numbers that say women earned 77 cents to every dollar men earned last year, and said it is time to close the gap.

Tuesday's Senate session included passage of SCR33 (Hite), which honors the centennial of the Smith-Lever Act of 1914; SR300 (Skindell-Gardner), which designates "Ohio Junior Chamber International Senate Week"; HB296 (Johnson-Duffey), which allows stocking epinephrine at camps and schools to address allergic reactions; HB477 (Brown), a land conveyance bill; SB283 (Bacon), which changes the governance of the Governor's Council on People with Disabilities; SB294 (Hughes), which designates September as "Safe Driving Awareness Month"; and SB301 (Bacon), which designates "Ohio Warrior Awareness Week."

Aside from the raft of mid-biennium review bills passed, Wednesday's House session also included passage of SB150 (Hite-Peterson), an agricultural pollution bill.

The Capitol Square Review and Advisory Board agreed Wednesday to have a committee review board rules restricting wedding rentals of Statehouse facilities to those with a valid Ohio marriage license, at the request of Rep. Stephen Slesnick (D-Canton), who sits on the board. FreedomOhio, the group seeking to overturn Ohio's constitutional prohibition on same-sex marriages, applauded the move.

The Ohio YMCA Youth in Government (YIG) Program said its recent model legislative and judicial program drew nearly 400 students to the Statehouse, significantly more than the fewer than 200 students at recent years' events. The 2014 delegation included student legislators, lobbyists, pages, a youth governor, youth Supreme Court and press corp.

In other legislative action, the House Military and Veterans Committee reported out HCR48 (Perales-Ramos), which honors the 65th Infantry Regiment from Puerto Rico; Senate State Government Oversight and Reform Committee reported out SB272 (Cafaro-Eklund), which designates "Maple Syrup Month"; House Health and Aging Committee reported out HB265 (Stinziano-Grossman), to rename disability parking as accessible parking; and HB452 (Gonzales), which deals with children's residential facilities.

GOVERNOR 

The Ohio State Medical Association (OSMA) recently honored Ohio Gov. John Kasich with its "Voice of Medicine Award" "for his outstanding service in office aiding the state's health care system while sharing the OSMA's commitment for healthier families and communities."

Gov. John Kasich signed the following bills into law Thursday: 

- SB82 (Balderson-Gentile), which provides that membership on the board of the Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation by a member of the General Assembly does not constitute holding another public office. It also authorizes a corrections commission of a multicounty, municipal-county, or multicounty-municipal correctional center to issue securities of the commission to pay the costs associated with certain improvements of the center. 
-SB155 (Burke), which authorizes a joint board of county commissioners to conduct proceedings regarding existing joint county ditches via teleconference or video conference. 
- SB161 (Hughes), which requires motor vehicle headlights to comply with the headlamp color requirements contained in Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard number 108. 
- SB173 (Hughes), which modifies the law governing tasting samples of beer and intoxicating liquor and allows an F-6 liquor permit to be issued for the same location as an F-8 liquor permit, provided that the two permits are not exercised concurrently. 
- SB179, (Eklund) which includes recycled water as a private water system for purposes of regulation by the Department of Health and boards of health. 
- SB185 (Faber), which designates a portion of State Route 67 within Auglaize County as the "Staff Sgt. Sonny Zimmerman Memorial Highway." 
- SB202 (Obhof-Kearney), which provides exceptions to the applicability of the Control Share Acquisition Act. It also requires board approval for act opt-out amendments of a corporation's regulations or articles of incorporation and applies a three-year look-back period to ownership of shares for purposes of determining applicability of certain shareholder transaction laws. 
- SB222 (LaRose), which designates a portion of State Route 8 in the municipal corporation of Stow as the "Second Lieutenant David E. Rylander Memorial Highway." 
- SB226 (Beagle), which designates a portion of State Route 41 in Miami County as the "Sheriff's Sgt. Robert 'Bobby' Elliott Memorial Highway." 
- HB206 (Retherford), which creates the "Ohio Statehouse" license plate, the "Disabled American Veteran" license plate and the "POW/MIA Awareness" license plate. 
- HB232 (Sears-Milkovich), which modifies the laws governing professional counselors, social workers, and marriage and family therapists. 
- HB261 (Butler-Stinziano), which abolishes the office of the Court of Claims commissioner, transfers the powers of a judge of the Court of Claims to the court, specifies certain powers of a Court of Claims magistrate, modifies the attorney general's annual report on the crime victims compensation program, and modifies existing laws concerning the Court of Claims. 
- HB315 (Wachtmann), which requires reports to the Department of Health regarding newborns diagnosed as opioid dependent, updates the chemical name for a type of controlled substance, and specifies procedures for granting variances or waivers of any requirement in the rules governing operation of maternity homes.

The governor made the following appointments during the week:
- Thomas F. Vorisek of Gahanna (Franklin County) and Eric A. Hirzel, Sr. of Genoa (Wood County) to the Wildlife Council for terms beginning April 4, 2014, and ending Jan. 31, 2018.
- Angela N. King of Celina (Mercer County) to the Housing Trust Fund Advisory Committee for a term beginning April 7, 2014 and ending Oct. 10, 2015. 
- Laura Swanson of Grandview Heights (Franklin County), Robert E. Fletcher of Columbus (Franklin County), and Jerry A. Katz of Worthington (Franklin County) reappointed to the Housing Trust Fund Advisory Committee for terms beginning April 7, 2014 and ending Oct. 10, 2017.
- Heidi M. Samuel of Columbus (Franklin County), Daniel W. Noonan of Riverlea (Franklin County), and Galen R. Wilson of Dayton (Montgomery County) reappointed to the Ohio Historical Records Advisory Board for terms beginning April 9, 2014 and ending March 31, 2017. 
- Helga A. Schwab of Felicity (Clermont County) reappointed to the Ohio Tuition Trust Authority Board for a term beginning April 9, 2014 and ending Jan. 30, 2017.

HIGHER EDUCATION

The U.S. Department of Education, in partnership with the U.S. Department of Labor, Monday launched the Registered Apprenticeship-College Consortium, a new effort that will allow graduates of registered apprenticeship programs to turn on-the-job and classroom training into college credits toward an associate or bachelor degree.

Kent State University has named Jarrod Tudor as interim dean and chief administrative officer of Kent State University at Geauga County, located in Burton, and the Kent State University Regional Academic Center in Twinsburg. 

Ohio State University announced its Board of Trustees has approved a plan to move forward with the opening of a Global Gateway office in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Ohio State opened its first two Gateway offices in Shanghai, China in February 2010, and Mumbai, India in March 2012.

MID-BIENNIUM REVIEW

The main mid-biennium review spending and policy bill, HB483 (Amstutz), passed the House on Wednesday after two rounds of changes in committee earlier in the week. Republicans added a short-lived provision to dock counties 10 percent of their local government funding if they violate absentee ballot laws, a shot at Democratic gubernatorial candidate Ed FitzGerald's challenge to the ban on local governments' sending unsolicited absentee applications. The GOP lawmakers pulled it a day later in committee, after Gov. John Kasich objected, but said Auditor Dave Yost would still have the tools to penalize Cuyahoga County if it followed FitzGerald's plan. Lawmakers also dumped provisions allowing utilities to seek ratepayer recovery for the cost of cleaning up old manufactured gas facilities that date as far back as the 19th century. Some other controversial elements stayed in, like the voiding of a rule on campaign spending disclosure, a provision aimed at preventing unionization of college athletes, and the addition of chiropractors to the list of providers who can clear a student athlete to return to play under the state's youth concussion law. 

The House passed anti-addiction measures twice Wednesday as they replicated language of HB369 (Sprague), the addiction and mental health mid-biennium review (MBR) bill, in HB483, saying the duplication sends a message about the urgency of addressing the opiate epidemic to the Senate. They also used HB485 (Smith-Johnson), the human services MBR bill, as a vehicle to send House-passed addiction bills to the Senate again, attaching HB314, HB341 and HB366. They also included the language of HB352, which deals with licensing therapeutic wilderness camps.

Wednesday's House session also included passage of mid-biennium review bills HB484 (Rosenberger-Brown), addressing higher education; HB486 (Baker-Stebelton), addressing economic and workforce development; HB487 (Brenner), addressing K-12 education; HB488 (Dovilla-Landis), on veterans; HB492 (Scherer), on tax administration; and HB493 (Sears-Henne), on workers' compensation.

Ahead of Wednesday's House session, the House Insurance Committee on Tuesday saw members from both parties cross the aisle over unsuccessful amendments to HB493, the workers' compensation MBR, to require disclosure of premium calculation methods and to require savings from prospective billing to be directed to savings on future rates, among other proposals. 

The House Finance and Appropriations Committee amended both the higher education mid-biennium review (MBR) bill, HB484 (Rosenberger), and the addiction/mental health MBR bill, HB369 (Sprague), before reporting them out. Changes to HB484 included removing the requirement that higher education institutions recommend ways to increase faculty workload by 10 percent and creating a workgroup to study the Ohio College Opportunity Grant. 

Changes to HB369 redirected the $47.5 million appropriated in the original FY14-15 budget for mental health services before the state expanded its Medicaid program. The HB369 amendment used those funds as follows:
- $24.85 million to fund development of about 900 recovery housing beds and six regional "step-down" crisis centers for people who are leaving psychiatric hospitals but need more time to stabilize. 
- $5 million for the Start Talking prevention initiative. 
- $3.75 million for the Residential State Supplement expansion. 
- About $5 million to assist the Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (OhioMHAS) with the realignment of federal substance abuse grants.

The House Military and Veterans Committee made final changes to veterans MBR measure HB488 (Dovilla-Landis) Tuesday ahead of passage Wednesday, including allowing employers to adopt preferential hiring policies for veterans and increasing the penalties for identity theft involving an active duty service member. 

Natural Resources Director James Zehringer and Environmental Protection Agency Director Craig Butler testified in favor of the administration's agricultural mid-biennium review proposals in HB490 (Hall-Thompson) Tuesday, with Zehringer saying it makes sense to transfer manure management authority to the Ohio Department of Agriculture for small farms, as the agency already oversees large farms and will also regulate fertilizer application once SB150 (Hite-Peterson) passes.

Senate President Keith Faber (R-Celina) withheld comment Tuesday on the revised mid-biennium review legislation being sent to his chamber, saying he's yet to discuss changes with his own members or Speaker William Batchelder (R-Medina) or the governor but adding he's interested in ensuring the bills maintain "spending restraint."

NATURAL RESOURCES

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) said more than $570,000 from the state's Waterways Safety Fund will be awarded to help support 23 community public safety agencies next year.

Increased truck traffic and road maintenance costs, a spike in housing costs for local residents, and "promises that fall short" were the common negative effects of hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, according to case studies released Thursday by Policy Matters Ohio and other groups associated with a larger multi-state collaborative.

PENSION FUNDS

The School Employees Retirement System (SERS) got a largely clean report on its decennial actuarial audit Thursday before the Ohio Retirement Study Council. Meanwhile, council members told the pension fund and the State Teachers Retirement System (STRS) that they're considering legislation to allow workers placed in the wrong system to stay where they are.

PEOPLE

Ohio State Fair officials announced recently that Jon C. Peterson of Canton in Stark County has been named director of the All-Ohio State Fair Youth Choir.

Vorys Advisors LLC, a government relations and strategic counsel firm, announced that David Hoeffel has joined the company as a principal, joining former U.S. Rep Zack Space (D-OH) and former Ohio Senate President Thomas Niehaus (R).

Rep. Peter Beck (R-Mason) appeared in court on Monday for a hearing where his attorneys asked for a judge to schedule him for a May trial, the Cincinnati Enquirer reported. Beck, who faces 69-counts of corruption and fraud, has asked to have a trial heard by the judge without a jury, the newspaper said.

STATE GOVERNMENT

Ohio tourism is getting a boost with the announcement of grant funding by Ohio Humanities, which seeks to support heritage projects focused on "place, culture and history." The deadline for draft applications is Thursday, April 24. Final applications are due by Thursday, May 15, with a project start date on or after Sept. 1. Interested groups are asked to contact Ohio Humanities Assistant Director David Merkowitz before applying. He can be reached at 800-293-9774 or dmerkowitz@ohiohumanities.org. 
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