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	Bill Updates




	 



	HB92
	SYRINGE EXCHANGE PROGRAMS (ANTONIO N, SEARS B) To authorize the establishment of syringe exchange programs.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/6/2013 - Senate Medicaid, Health and Human Services, (First Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	10/8/2013 - Referred to Committee Senate Medicaid, Health and Human Services
10/2/2013 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 72-23

	 

	HB95
	BIRTH CERTIFICATE-STILLBIRTH (HILL B) To rename certificates recognizing the delivery of a stillborn infant as certificates of birth resulting in stillbirth.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/13/2013 - Senate Medicaid, Health and Human Services, (Fourth Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	11/6/2013 - Senate Medicaid, Health and Human Services, (Third Hearing)
10/23/2013 - Senate Medicaid, Health and Human Services, (Second Hearing)

	 

	HB147
	LIZZIE B. BYRD ACT (PATMON B, WACHTMANN L) To require a surgeon performing a mastectomy, lymph node dissection, or lumpectomy in a hospital to guide the patient and provide referrals in accordance with the standards of the National Accreditation Program for Breast Centers and to name this act the "Lizzie B. Byrd Act."

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/6/2013 - Senate Medicaid, Health and Human Services, (Second Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	9/25/2013 - Senate Medicaid, Health and Human Services, (First Hearing)
6/12/2013 - Referred to Committee Senate Medicaid, Health and Human Services

	 

	HB165
	HYPERBARIC TECHNOLOGISTS (ROEGNER K) To exempt certified hyperbaric technologists from the laws governing the practice of respiratory care.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/6/2013 - BILL AMENDED, Senate Commerce and Labor, (Third Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	10/30/2013 - Senate Commerce and Labor, (Second Hearing)
10/16/2013 - Senate Commerce and Labor, (First Hearing)

	 

	HB232
	SOCIAL WORKERS-THERAPISTS LAWS (SEARS B, MILKOVICH Z) To modify the laws governing professional counselors, social workers, and marriage and family therapists.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/6/2013 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 74-23

	 
	Recent Status:   
	11/6/2013 - Bills for Third Consideration
10/16/2013 - REPORTED OUT, House Health and Aging, (Third Hearing)

	 

	HB258
	SPECTACLE DISPENSING OPTICIANS (GONZALES A) Regarding licensed spectacle dispensing opticians.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/6/2013 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 86-4

	 
	Recent Status:   
	11/6/2013 - Bills for Third Consideration
10/30/2013 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, House Health and Aging, (Third Hearing)

	 

	HB296
	SCHOOLS-EPINEPHRINE AUTOINJECTORS (JOHNSON T, DUFFEY M) To permit public schools to procure epinephrine autoinjectors in accordance with prescribed procedures and to exempt them from licensing requirements related to the possession of epinephrine autoinjectors.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/13/2013 - House Education, (Third Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	11/6/2013 - House Education, (Second Hearing)
10/30/2013 - House Education, (First Hearing)

	 

	HB308
	HUMAN CLONING (THOMPSON A) To prohibit human cloning, the creation, transportation, or receipt of a human-animal hybrid, the transfer of a nonhuman embryo into a human womb, and the transfer of a human embryo into a nonhuman womb.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/13/2013 - House Health and Aging, (Second Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	11/6/2013 - House Health and Aging, (First Hearing)
10/30/2013 - Referred to Committee House Health and Aging

	 

	HB320
	FREE CLINICS (YOUNG R) To create a state income tax deduction regarding certain health care services provided at a free clinic; to extend qualified immunity from civil liability for certain volunteer health care services provided to individuals eligible for or receiving Medicaid; to authorize a person practicing under a volunteer's certificate to provide health care services to any person; to create a volunteer's certificate for retired nurses; and to designate December as "Free Clinic Appreciation Month."

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/13/2013 - House Health and Aging, (Second Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	11/6/2013 - House Health and Aging, (First Hearing)
10/30/2013 - Referred to Committee House Health and Aging

	 

	HB326
	DIABETIC SHOE FITTERS (ROEGNER K, REECE A) To exempt diabetic shoe fitters from licensure.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/6/2013 - Referred to Committee House Commerce, Labor and Technology

	 
	Recent Status:   
	10/30/2013 - Introduced

	 

	HB332
	CHRONIC PAIN TREATMENT STANDARDS (WACHTMANN L, ANTONIO N) To establish standards and procedures for opioid treatment of chronic, intractable pain resulting from noncancer conditions and to require that professional disciplinary action be taken for failing to comply with those standards and procedures.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/13/2013 - House Health and Aging, (Second Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	11/6/2013 - Referred to Committee House Health and Aging
11/6/2013 - House Health and Aging, (First Hearing)

	 

	HB341
	SCHEDULE II DRUG PRESCRIPTIONS (SMITH R) To prohibit a controlled substance that is a schedule II drug or contains opioids from being prescribed or dispensed without review of patient information in the State Board of Pharmacy's Ohio Automated Rx Reporting System.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/7/2013 - Introduced

	 
	Recent Status:   
	

	 

	HCR36
	PANCREATIC CANCER AWARENESS MONTH (PELANDA D) To declare November 2013 as "Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month."

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/6/2013 - Referred to Committee Senate Medicaid, Health and Human Services

	 
	Recent Status:   
	10/30/2013 - ADOPTED BY HOUSE; Vote 95-0
10/30/2013 - Bills for Third Consideration

	 

	SB54
	MAMMOGRAMS (KEARNEY E, EKLUND J) To require a physician interpreting a mammogram who determines that the patient has dense breast tissue to specify this in the mammography report sent to the patient.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/6/2013 - Senate Medicaid, Health and Human Services, (Second Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	3/20/2013 - Senate Medicaid, Health and Human Services, (First Hearing)
2/27/2013 - Referred to Committee Senate Medicaid, Health and Human Services

	 

	SB162
	SCHOOLS-CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS (HUGHES J) To require the State Fire Marshal and the Board of Building Standards to include in the State Fire Code and Ohio Building Code, respectively, a requirement that a public or private school must install carbon monoxide detectors within each building of the school.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/6/2013 - Senate Public Safety, Local Government and Veterans Affairs, (Second Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	10/9/2013 - Senate Public Safety, Local Government and Veterans Affairs, (First Hearing)
9/26/2013 - Referred to Committee Senate Public Safety, Local Government and Veterans Affairs

	 

	SB198
	SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME (JONES S, TAVARES C) To designate October as "Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Awareness Month" and to encourage the completion of a sudden unexplained infant death investigation reporting form (SUIDI reporting form) developed by the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention whenever a child one year of age or younger dies suddenly when in apparent good health.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/6/2013 - REPORTED OUT, House Health and Aging, (First Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	10/30/2013 - Referred to Committee House Health and Aging
10/16/2013 - PASSED BY SENATE; Vote 29-0

	 

	SB206
	MEDICAID (BURKE D) To require implementation of certain Medicaid revisions, reform systems, and program oversight, and to make an appropriation.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/13/2013 - Senate Finance, (Seventh Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	11/12/2013 - Senate Finance, (Sixth Hearing)
11/6/2013 - Senate Finance, (Fifth Hearing)

	 

	SB214
	SURGICAL TECHNOLOGY (LEHNER P) Regarding the practice of surgical technology in hospitals and ambulatory surgical facilities.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/13/2013 - Senate Medicaid, Health and Human Services, (Second Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	11/6/2013 - Senate Medicaid, Health and Human Services, (First Hearing)
10/30/2013 - Referred to Committee Senate Medicaid, Health and Human Services

	 

	SB224
	SALES-USE TAX EXEMPTION-OPTICAL AIDS (BURKE D, GARDNER R) To exempt from sales and use tax prescription optical aids and components that are prescribed by state-licensed physicians or optometrists.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/6/2013 - Referred to Committee Senate Finance

	 
	Recent Status:   
	10/31/2013 - Introduced

	 

	SB230
	NON-SELF-INJECTABLE CANCER DRUGS (MANNING G, OELSLAGER S) To establish standards for the delivery of non-self-injectable cancer drugs.

	 
	Current Status:   
	11/7/2013 - Introduced

	 
	Recent Status:   
	

	 



	Health-related Bills Introduced Since 11/1/2013
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	CHRONIC PAIN TREATMENT STANDARDS (WACHTMANN L, ANTONIO N) To establish standards and procedures for opioid treatment of chronic, intractable pain resulting from noncancer conditions and to require that professional disciplinary action be taken for failing to comply with those standards and procedures.
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	SCHEDULE II DRUG PRESCRIPTIONS (SMITH R) To prohibit a controlled substance that is a schedule II drug or contains opioids from being prescribed or dispensed without review of patient information in the State Board of Pharmacy's Ohio Automated Rx Reporting System.
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Week in Review
Friday, November 8, 2013

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT (ACA)

U.S. Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Kathleen Sebelius announced Thursday that the department is awarding $6.8 million to support 11 new health center sites in Ohio. The funds are a part of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), and HHS said the funds will help care for approximately 59,806 additional Ohioans by establishing new health center delivery sites. The 11 in Ohio are among the 236 health centers nationwide receiving grant awards.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

While the national preterm birth rate fell for the sixth consecutive year in 2012, Ohio's rate stayed the same, a new report from the March of Dimes said. The report found that Ohio's preterm birth rate was 12.1 percent of live births, the same as in 2011. The rate has steadily fallen in Ohio since 2006, when it was 13.3 percent. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL

Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine recognized more than two dozen law enforcement professionals and community leaders during this week's Law Enforcement Conference in Columbus. 

Ohio is joining the Obama administration and several other states in a $1.2 billion settlement with Johnson & Johnson to resolve civil and criminal allegations that the company fraudulently marketed the antipsychotic drugs Risperdal and Invega. 

FY14-15 BUDGET

Revenues picked up enough in October to put the state's revenues over estimates not only for the month but for the year-to-date. Revenues in October totaled nearly $1.8 billion -- $66.3 million over estimates. This brings the year-to-date revenue to nearly $6.7 billion or $22.6 million over estimates. Leading the way in October was the state's personal income tax which was nearly $38.7 million or 5.8 percent over estimates. That tax brought in nearly $701 million in October for a year-to-date total of $2.9 billion.

In addition, the Ohio Casino Control Commission released the revenue figures for the state's four casinos on Thursday, showing a net increase for October of $1.1 million over September revenues.

BUSINESS/CORPORATE

FinCor Holdings, Inc., a member of Boston-based Coverys, announced that FinCor has entered into an agreement to acquire OHA Holdings, Inc. and its wholly-owned subsidiary OHA Insurance Solutions ("OHAIS"), located in Columbus. 

The Ohio Hospital Association (OHA) announced the selection of its 2014 board of trustees officers and members. Beginning Jan. 1, 2014, Phil Ennen, president and CEO of Community Hospitals and Wellness Centers-Bryan Hospital (Bryan), will serve as chair. Chip Hubbs, president and CEO of Memorial Hospital of Union County (Marysville), will serve as chair-elect, and Jim May, chief operating officer and executive vice president for Catholic Health Partners (Cincinnati), is secretary-treasurer. The immediate past chair for 2014 is Jim Pancoast, president and CEO of Premier Health (Dayton). All officers serve one-year terms. 

CONSTITUTIONAL MODERNIZATION COMMISSION

OCMC's Organization and Administration Committee Subcommittee, co-chaired by Batchelder and Rep. Kathleen Clyde (D-Kent), narrowed executive director candidates to two Thursday morning. The subcommittee had scheduled a possible vote on a final recommendation, but Batchelder said after the nearly two-hour executive session that the two unnamed finalists would be whittled to one in the very near future.

CORRECTIONS

The seclusion of minors in the Ohio Department of Youth Services (DYS) is down by a large margin along with the recently reported decline in assaults and fights, the Correctional Institution Inspection Committee (CIIC) reported Tuesday. The separation of youth from the general population for everything from minor "timeouts" to seclusion for acts of violence fell by nearly 27 percent in 2012, for 187,769 total hours of detention. The latest available numbers are way down from 2011 and up by a fraction over 2010.

In addition, CIIC gave a major thumbs up to the Trumbull Correctional Institution (TCI) in Leavittsburg, a Level 3 facility and minimum security camp which Saul described as "overall one of the safest, cleanest and well managed higher security institutions in Ohio."

CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

The state law prompted by the conviction of former Fairfield County Sherriff Gary DeMastry is being invoked in the second public corruption probe of a Fairfield County official, Republican Clerk of Courts Deborah Smalley. The Ohio Supreme Court appointed a three-judge panel to consider her suspension from office after state Auditor Dave Yost referred Smalley for criminal prosecution. 

DEATH PENALTY

Gov. John Kasich followed along with an Ohio Parole Board recommendation on Thursday and rejected clemency for Ronald Phillips, the next Ohio Death Row inmate scheduled to die on Thursday, Nov. 14.

EDUCATION

The U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) awarded an additional $269,530 to Chardon Local School District to help with ongoing recovery efforts following the 2012 shooting death of three students and injuries to three others.

State Rep. John Patterson (D-Jefferson) recently announced the organization and inaugural meeting of the Ohio Education Funding Caucus (EFC), reporting that initial discussions by the group revolved around forming a general framework for how the group will operate and deciding what goals they should pursue. 

Nearly 10,000 public school leaders will gather at the Columbus Convention Center Sunday, Nov. 10 through Wednesday, Nov. 13 for the Ohio School Boards Association (OSBA) Capital Conference and Trade Show. It will feature nationally known speakers, nearly 150 workshops and seminars, and the Student Achievement Fair, which highlights the educational innovations of 100 public school districts from around Ohio. In addition, the State Board of Education will hold its regular monthly meeting during the conference on Monday and Tuesday.

The House Education Committee Wednesday night reported out HB8 (Roegner) which revises school safety laws, providing for the possible arming of teachers or other school staff as a first line of defense against possible shooters entering school buildings following incidents at Chardon and Sandy Hook.

The Broadcast Educational Media Commission selected its executive director and named the vice-chair in the commission's first meeting Thursday. Richard May, CEO of the May Group in Cleveland and former government relations professional in New Mexico, was selected as executive director. Laura Bryson, the interim director, will remain on the staff as a systems administrator.

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Dr. Richard A. Ross announced Akron-area resident Debra J. McDonald of Wadsworth as the Ohio Teacher of the Year Wednesday at a surprise assembly at Wayne County Schools Career Center in Smithville. McDonald, a 19-year-teaching veteran, has taught high school students for the past eight years in the center's Early Childhood Education and Care program. She also operates a fully functioning preschool at the career center where her students gain practical experiences as assistants.

Sarah Franko, a fifth grade science teacher at North Royalton Middle School, received the $25,000 Milken Educator Award during a school-wide assembly on Thursday. The award was presented by Milken Educator Awards Senior Vice President Jane Foley, Ph.D., and Ohio Department of Education Superintendent of Public Instruction Dr. Richard A. Ross.

ELECTIONS

The Ohio Elections Commission issued an advisory opinion to Rep. Kevin Boyce (D-Columbus) clearing him to donate campaign funds to a charity for which he is a board member, and also found fault with Rep. Zack Milkovichï¿½s (D-Barberton) campaign committee in his bid for Barberton clerk of courts.

Legislation imposing new rules for minor parties in the state of Ohio, SB193, cleared the conference committee, both houses of the General Assembly and was signed into law by Gov. John Kasich by day's end Wednesday. According to chief sponsor and chairman of the conference committee, Sen. Bill Seitz (R-Cincinnati), the conference committee report enacted the measures that do the following: 
- Eliminate the emergency clause. 
- Establish one-half of 1 percent as the signature threshold for party formation for 2014 which Seitz said amounts to approximately 26,000. Of those, there must be 500 valid signatures from eight of the 16 congressional districts. 
- If a minor party qualifies in 2014 and receives 2 percent of the vote in 2014, then it would continue in existence for four years. 
- Increases the threshold for party formation to 1 percent in 2015 with the geographic requirement of 500 signatures from eight of the congressional districts and requires the party receive 3 percent of the vote to qualify for continued recognition.

The Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee Wednesday adopted a substitute version of SB205 (Coley), legislation that would only allow the secretary of state to send out absentee ballot requests and only in years when the Legislature appropriates money. The bill was reported out by the committee and later received a lengthy Senate floor debate before passing by a vote of 22-11. Sen. Peggy Lehner (R-Kettering) joined all the Democrats in opposing the bill.

Gov. John Kasich told reporters he thought SB193 (Seitz), legislation he signed Wednesday night imposing new rules for Ohio's minor parties, was "appropriate." "It's something that needed to be established here. We would like to be able to control our own election laws and not have the judiciary have to decide that," Kasich said. "It's something the Legislature should do. It's something that was the law of the land and is the law of the land in many states in the country."

However, the Libertarian Party, which dubbed SB193 (Seitz) the "John Kasich Re-Election Protection Act," has threatened to file a lawsuit challenging the legislation in federal court.

The Senate also began debating what will likely be another controversial elections topic -- provisional ballots. Sen. Bill Seitz (R-Cincinnati) gave sponsor testimony on SB216, telling the committee the bill codifies a federal court's ruling in the SEIU v. Husted and NEOCH v. Husted cases pertaining to "right church, wrong pew" provisional ballots, requiring that ballots cast in the right polling location but the wrong precinct due to a poll worker error to be counted unless the poll worker completes a form stating they acted appropriately. The bill also would not allow "wrong church, wrong pew" ballots to be counted, where a voter casts a provisional ballot in the wrong precinct in the wrong location. Explaining the provision, Seitz cited a U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals opinion that said in those instances, a voter has taken "affirmative steps to arrive at the wrong polling location."

ELECTIONS 2013

In a post-election-day press conference Wednesday, Ohio Democratic Party (ODP) Chairman Chris Redfern said municipal victories for Democrats and losses for those with ties to Gov. John Kasich put Republicans on defense for statewide elections in 2014. Redfern emphasized the losses by Kasich supporters in the Toledo and Cuyahoga Falls mayoral races as well as a victory for a critic of Kasich in the Dayton mayoral race as key evidence that Kasich's positions are unpopular with voters. He also mentioned the lopsided 78 percent to 22 percent defeat of Issue 4 in Cincinnati, a pension reform measure he compared to 129-SB5 (Jones), which was repealed by referendum in November 2011.

Meanwhile, Ohio GOP Chairman Matt Borges released a statement saying Democrats suffered big losses in their own strongholds. While Redfern linked losses to SB5, Borges linked losses to the unpopularity of the federal Affordable Care Act.

Of the five largest metropolitan mayoral races on the ballot during Tuesday's election, only one incumbent was returned to office, according to unofficial results. Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson easily defeated challenger Ken Lanci, earning his third term in office. Toledo Mayor Mike Bell was not so lucky, losing his seat to D. Michael Collins, a city councilman with unofficial results from the Lucas County Board of Election showing Collins received about 57 percent of the vote to Bell's 43 percent. Former Cincinnati Councilman John Cranley will be the next mayor of the Queen City, succeeding Mayor Mark Mallory. Cranley defeated Vice Mayor Roxanne Qualls with 58 percent of the vote. Dayton City Commissioner Nan Whaley easily defeated former Montgomery County Common Pleas Judge A.J. Wagner to become the next mayor of Dayton. In Youngstown, Democrat John McNally was elected as the next mayor to succeed Chuck Sammarone, who decided to return to his previous position as Youngstown Council president. McNally won with 54 percent of the vote, edging DeMaine J. Kitchen, the chief of staff for Sammarone. Kitchen received 43 percent, while independents Frankie Bellamy and John Crea both received about 1 percent of the vote.

Meanwhile, Rep. Zack Milkovich (D-Akron) was unsuccessful in his bid for Barberton Municipal Court clerk. According to the Summit County Board of Elections, Milkovich received only about 30 percent of the vote in his race against Diana M. Stevenson. 

Former Ohio Sen. Kevin Coughlin fared better. He defeated Diana Colavecchio and Frank Larson and was elected Stow Municipal Court clerk. Coughlin had to go to the Ohio Supreme Court to get on to the ballot after the Summit County Board of Elections initially denied his petition.

Voters across Ohio approved 116 of 192 school tax issues during the Nov. 5 general election for a 60 percent passage rate, said Ohio School Boards Association (OSBA) Director of Legislative Services Damon Asbury. "It appears that our voting public understands that local support is a critical part of the school-funding equation." The association said the passage rate for school issues on the ballot Tuesday is largely consistent with previous years.

Ohioans overwhelmingly approved library issues on the ballot in Tuesday's General Election, with the Ohio Library Council reporting that 25 of 26 public library issues passed according to unofficial results from boards of elections. According to those results, voters approved four new levies, 16 renewal levies, three replacement levies, and two replacement/additional levies. Voters rejected one renewal levy for Paulding County Carnegie Library, which only received 46 percent of the vote.

ELECTIONS 2014

Medina County Commissioner Steve Hambley has announced that he will run for the House seat currently occupied by House Speaker William Batchelder (R-Medina), when the long-time lawmaker is term-limited.

The Ohio Education Association (OEA) Fund for Children and Public Education (FCPE) State Council announced its unanimous endorsement of Ed FitzGerald for governor Monday. The vote was taken at the FCPE convention.

ENERGY

What is regarded by many as the chief opponent of Sen. Bill Seitz's (R-Cincinnati) energy efficiency rollbacks appeared before his Senate Public Utilities Committee Wednesday following weeks of testimony by other parties for and against SB58. The Ohio Manufacturing Association's (OMA) criticism of the bill was pointed and wide-ranging, featuring remarks from four witnesses representing industry, energy efficiency consulting, policy research and the legal profession.

ENVIRONMENT

The once-bipartisan Clean Ohio program has issued its final awards as the 12-year-old brownfield fund is taken over by the JobsOhio Revitalization Program, part of Gov. John Kasich's development nonprofit. 

Sen. Mike Skindell (D-Lakewood), a lead party in the JobsOhio lawsuit argued Wednesday, says the transfer of former Clean Ohio brownfield funding to the private nonprofit will erode the transparency and bipartisanship that has defined the state development program.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY/STATEHOUSE

Senate Democratic Leader Eric Kearney (D-Cincinnati) sent a letter to Senate President Keith Faber (R-Celina) Friday objecting to the way the conference committee was appointed for the bill setting new standards for minor parties in Ohio, saying he was not consulted on the choice of the Democratic member. 

The Ohio Education Association (OEA) Fund for Children and Public Education (FCPE) State Council announced its unanimous endorsement of Ed FitzGerald for governor Monday. The vote was taken at the FCPE convention.
The House passed legislation that would update Ohio's laws governing professional counselors, social workers, and marriage and family therapists Wednesday despite an attempt by Democrats to send it back to a committee over concerns on a floor amendment to the bill. Rep. Zack Milkovich (D-Akron), a sponsor of HB232 (Sears-Milkovich), said the bill is common sense legislation, and eliminates several outdated provisions in the Ohio Revised Code.

The House unanimously approved HCR20 (Redfern) to commemorate the War of 1812 and the Battle of Lake Erie; and the Senate amendments to HB98 (Gonzales-Retherford) revising the state's occupational licensing law. HB258 (Gonzales), addressing licensed spectacle dispensing opticians, was passed 86-4.

With the 33-0 votes on HB98 (Gonzales-Retherford) which revises the Occupational Licensing Law regarding military service members and veterans and on HB142 (Schuring-Heard) which revises the law governing the Children's Trust Fund, the Ohio Senate Wednesday sent them on to the governor for his signature, pending House agreement to any amendments.

The Senate also approved SB194 (Seitz) which addresses the parking of motor scooters on sidewalks and SB202 (Obhof-Kearney) which revises the Control Share Acquisition Act. Both bills passed 33-0. They now go to the House.

In other actions, the House Education Committee reported out HB215 (DeVitis) which addresses current or retired law enforcement officers volunteering to patrol schools; the House Finance and Appropriations Committee reported out HB107 (Baker) dealing with tax credits for businesses employing high school students in career related internships; the House Health and Aging Committee reported out SB198 (Jones-Tavares) which designates October as "Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Awareness Month"; the Senate Commerce and Labor Committee reported out both SB154 (Burke) dealing with revisions to the educational requirements of professional engineers and surveyors, and HB109 (Damschroder) which addresses who recommends and fits hearing aids; the Senate Finance Committee reported out SB69, revisions to the Course and Program Sharing Network; and the Senate Public Safety, Local Government and Veterans Affairs Committee reported out HCR15 (Beck) which recognizes the 40th anniversary of Operation Homecoming, and SB155 (Burke) which deals with the process for handling joint county ditches.

GOVERNOR 

Gov. John Kasich joined others at a windy and rainy ceremony Wednesday to break ground on the Statehouse Holocaust Memorial, a project he first proposed more than two years ago. The governor called the memorial's architect, Daniel Libeskind, "the greatest architect alive in the world."

Appointments through the week by the governor include the following:

- Dr. Cheryl Archer of Bowling Green (Wood County) to the State Board of Optometry for a term beginning Nov. 1, 2013 and ending Sept. 24, 2018. 
- Dr. James A. Armile of Poling (Mahoning County) to the Ohio Athletic Commission for a term beginning Nov. 1, 2013 and ending Sept. 2, 2016. 
- Thomas A. Waltermire of Cleveland (Cuyahoga County) reappointed to the Third Frontier Advisory Board for a term beginning Nov. 1, 2013 and ending March 14, 2014. 
- Robert B. Gessner of Canton (Stark County) to the city of Massillon's Financial Planning and Supervision Commission for a term beginning Nov. 4, 2013, and continuing at the pleasure of the governor. 
- Neil J. Giering of Sagamore Hills (Summit County) reappointed to the Board of Building Appeals for a term beginning Nov. 4, 2013, and ending Oct. 13, 2017. 
- Thomas N. Taneff of New Albany (Franklin County) reappointed to the State Board of Cosmetology for a term beginning Nov. 4, 2013, and ending Oct. 31, 2018. 
- Terence M. McCafferty of Seven Hills (Cuyahoga County), John N. Pavlis of North Canton (Stark County), and Robert D. Yost of Elyria (Lorain County) reappointed to the Board of Building Standards for terms beginning Nov. 5, 2013, and ending Oct. 13, 2017.
- Sheriff Larry R. Mincks of Marietta (Washington County) reappointed to the Ohio Organized Crime Investigations Commission for a term beginning Nov. 5, 2013, and ending Sept. 3, 2016. 
- Maureen Cooper of Canton (Stark County) and Terri L. Hamm of Eastlake (Lake County) reappointed to the Counselor, Social Worker, and Marriage and Family Therapist Board for terms beginning Nov. 5, 2013, and ending Oct. 10, 2016.
- Christopher L. Miller of Dublin (Franklin County) to the Board of Building Standards for a term beginning Nov. 6, 2013, and ending Oct. 13, 2017. 
- Tammy L. Fox of Greenville (Darke County) and Joanne J. Whiteman of Newark (Licking County) appointed to the Board of Executives of Long-term Services and Supports for terms beginning Nov. 6, 2013, and ending May 27, 2016. 
- Gregory H. Simpson of Milford (Clermont County) to the Ohio Expositions Commission for a term beginning Nov. 6, 2013, and ending Dec. 1, 2018. 
- Eric Burkland of Columbus (Franklin County) and Phillip J. Fulton of Columbus (Franklin County) reappointed to the Industrial Commission Nominating Council for terms beginning Nov. 6, 2013, and ending Oct. 20, 2017. 
- Daniel J. Massey of Columbus (Franklin County) to the Industrial Commission Nominating Council for a term beginning Nov. 6, 2013, and ending Oct. 20, 2015.


HIGHER EDUCATION

Case Western Reserve School of Law earned top honors Sunday in Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine's 2013 Public Service Mock Trial Competition.

Researchers at Case Western Reserve University (CWRU) in Cleveland received two grants totaling nearly $1.7 million to build nanoparticles that seek and destroy metastasized cancers too small to be detected with current technologies.

The University of Cincinnati Research Institute (UCRI) and General Electric (GE) Aviation announced the creation of the GE Aviation Research Center. The move will enable aviation engineers and UC faculty working through UCRI to pursue innovations with direct application on future aviation products being developed at GE.

The combination of methamphetamine abuse and chronic stress compromises the brain's protective barrier, leaving it more susceptible to dangerous viruses and bacteria, according to research by University of Toledo (UT) neuroscientist Bryan Yamamoto. Further study of this process will be aided by a $2.2 million grant from the National Institutes of Health.

Kent State University will host the Policy Institute on Friday, Nov. 15 from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Studio A of Beal/McDowell Hall, with a focus on creating and updating sexual misconduct policies for institutions ranging from kindergarten to higher education. 

JUDICIAL

The Ohio Supreme Court Friday suspended the Ohio law licenses of 263 attorneys who failed to register with the Office of Attorney Services for the biennium that began Sept. 1, 2013, and ends Aug. 31, 2015. This number represents .006 of one percent of the total number of active and corporate attorneys in the state who are required to register, the Court said in a release. 

Dodging the question over whether Internet sweepstakes cafes are legal, the Ohio Eighth District Court of Appeals ruled that Cuyahoga County Prosecutor Tim McGinty must release some records to cafe owners who have filed a civil suit against him, while maintaining others are not subject to discovery because of law enforcement investigatory privilege. 

A federal judge rejected a request from state attorneys to dismiss a funeral director from a lawsuit seeking the recognition of out-of-state marriages of two gay couples on Ohio death certificates, broadening application of the case to all similarly situated couples in the state.

The Ohio Supreme Court says 60 percent of all Attorney Services Fund spending in FY13 supported the formal discipline of lawyers licensed by the state bar -- well over $5 million of the $8.5 million expended by the fund. 

The long-awaited legal challenge to the constitutionality of JobsOhio went before the Ohio Supreme Court Wednesday, where the single question argued was whether Democrats and conservative groups behind the immediate complaint have legal standing to block legislation creating the development nonprofit. Counsel appearing for the plaintiffs included Executive Director Maurice Thompson of the conservative 1851 Center for Constitutional Law. ProgressOhio, Sen. Mike Skindell (D-Lakewood), former Democratic Rep. Dennis Murray, Columbus attorney Don McTigue, the Ohio Education Association and Ohio Roundtable are also parties of record in the complaint. The Ohio Attorney General's Office represented JobsOhio, supported by the Governor's Office, former Sens. Tom Niehaus and Mark Wagoner, and Aneca Lasley of Squire Sanders.

The Ohio Supreme Court announced Tuesday that Mark H. Reed, former clerk for the Ohio Court of Claims, has been appointed Supreme Court clerk. Reed takes over for Kent Shimeall, the Court's director of legal resources who has served on an interim basis since Sept. 3, to fill the permanent position vacated by former Supreme Court Clerk Kristina Frost, who retired.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

The Ohio Municipal Electric Association (OMEA) recently held elections for the organization's Board of Directors and Board leadership during the AMP/OMEA Annual Conference. Board seats are held by OMEA member communities, with the community appointing the official as its representative to the board. Re-elected to the OMEA Board of Directors were Bryan (Mayor Douglas Johnson), St. Clairsville (Mayor Robert Vincenzo), Tipp City (Councilman Pat Hale) and Westerville (Mayor Kathy Cocuzzi).

MEDICAID EXPANSION/REFORM

The state of Ohio filed its response Tuesday to the lawsuit brought by six Republican lawmakers and two Right to Life chapters over the Kasich administration's use of the Controlling Board to secure federal funding for Medicaid. Among the state's arguments is that the Court lacks jurisdiction over plaintiffs' claims and the plaintiffs lack standing to pursue relief. The plaintiffs have until Nov. 15 to file their briefs and evidence.

NATURAL RESOURCES

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR), which administers the Clean Ohio Trails fund, has approved another 24 grant proposals totaling more than $7 million for trail projects statewide. ODNR said 15 recreational trails in Ohio also have been selected to share over $2 million in federal funds through the Recreational Trails Program (RTP). 

PEOPLE

Lacey Meeks has been named director of political education for the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation (OFBF). 

One of the correction officers under investigation in the suicide of former Death Row inmate Billy Slagle resigned effective Thursday, Oct. 31, the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction (DRC) announced. 

The Health Policy Institute of Ohio (HPIO) announced Wednesday that it has added three new health leaders to its Board of Directors. They include Michael Abrams, president and CEO, Ohio Hospital Association; Doug Anderson, member, Bailey Cavalieri LLC.; and Dr. Teresa C. Long, Columbus health commissioner.

POLLS/STUDIES

A new poll released by Justice at Stake and the Brennan Center for Justice finds almost nine out of 10 voters believe campaign cash in judicial elections influence a judge's decisions on the bench. 

POVERTY

Stateline.org reports that the record number of Americans relying on federal aid to put food on the table started making do with less on Nov. 1 as a recession-era boost to food stamps officially expired. 

STATE GOVERNMENT

A new report released by Inspector General (IG) Randy Meyer Tuesday found the Ohio Rehabilitation Services Commission, which became the Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities agency in October, failed to properly monitor federal grants under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).

TAXATION

Legislation that would reform Ohio's municipal income tax laws to make them more uniform came out of the House Ways and Means Committee Wednesday night despite continued objections from municipalities. The bill could be on the House floor the week of Nov. 11. The committee adopted two amendments to HB5 (Grossman-Henne) before the bill passed, including an omnibus amendment that House Ways and Means Chairman Peter Beck (R-Mason) said contained a number of technical corrections including changing the year of reference for the phase in of the net-operating lost from 2015 to 2016; addressing the income tax base for the two communities that use adjusted gross income as a tax base; clarifying the casual entrant rule; making the tax base and withholding base parallel; clarifying what a disregarded entity was; and ensuring that net operating losses do not include any suspended losses.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS/INTERNET

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) launched proceedings Wednesday to create a new telephone area code based on population demand. The new telephone exchange will alter all or parts of the 740 area code in central Ohio, which has enjoyed the state's largest population growth, and extend down to southeast Ohio, said commission Chairman Todd Snitchler. He said the North American Numbering Plan Administrator (NANPA) that oversees the distribution of phone numbers and area codes has informed the state that the 740 exchange is expected to run out of available numbers by the second quarter of Calendar Year 2015.

TRANSPORTATION

The License Plate Safety Task Force, created in HB59 (Amstutz) to examine the extent of license plate degradation over time and the benefits of dual license plates, met for the first time Wednesday. Chair, Rep. Cheryl Grossman (R-Grove City), said they will have their recommendations ready to present to the governor and legislative leaders by Dec. 31, 2013.

VETERANS

Gov. John Kasich was on hand to help induct 15 new members into the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame at Veterans' Memorial Thursday. According to the program, those selected are veterans who have honorably served their country through military service and continue to serve and inspire their fellow citizens with their deeds and accomplishments throughout their lifetime.

WORKFORCE

Gov. John Kasich pointed to the announced relocation of Nestle USA Inc. operations from Illinois to Ohio as evidence his administration is creating a more job-friendly culture. 
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